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Choosing Courses 
 

This guide will assist you in making good decisions when choosing classes. At critical points in your high school 
career, you will want to review your educational and vocational goals with your counselor and thoughtfully 
develop a program of study that will help you achieve these goals. Parents and teachers are also excellent 
sources of guidance and advisement who can help you move towards your future goals. As you consider class 
selection, keep the following in mind: 

Credit Count 
Standard course crediting awards one credit per semester of work completed with a passing grade (D or 
higher). However, some classes may offer less or more depending upon the nature and level of work 
expected. Important considerations to keep in mind as you choose classes include: 

Minimum load 
Students are expected to be enrolled in a minimum number of classes depending on their grade level: 

• Freshmen must be enrolled in a minimum of seven classes per semester 

• Sophomores must be enrolled in a minimum of six classes per semester 

• Juniors and seniors must be enrolled in a minimum of five classes per semester  

Exceptions can be made for students with unique circumstances or in good academic standing.  

Graduation readiness 
To be making satisfactory progress toward graduation in four years, students should have earned a minimum 
of 11 credits prior to entering the 10th grade, a minimum of 22 credits prior to entering the 11th grade, and 
a minimum of 33 credits prior to entering the senior year. A detailed outline of credit needs is on Page 3. 

Academic eligibility for athletics and activities  
Check your course requests carefully to be sure that you are taking enough courses to meet requirements 
for eligibility to compete in athletics or to participate in activities such as student council. The Colorado High 
School Activities Association (CHSAA) requires that students must be enrolled in courses that will provide an 
aggregate of at least five full semester credits to maintain eligibility.  See page 15 for more detail. 

Repeating classes 
Most classes are designed to be taken once. Repeating a class that has been passed usually does not result 
in additional credits. However, the following classes can be repeated for additional credits: 

• P.E. classes, but not Health  

• Music classes, but not Music Theory, or Digital Music 

• Student Council, Student Assistant, and Student Tutor 

Course Information 
The second half of this catalog contains course descriptions for all available classes, organized by content 
area. It is important to review this information in order to understand the intent of the course and whether 
or not it meets your specific needs; this could simply be to meet a graduation requirement, or it may benefit 
you in your pursuit of postsecondary goals. Pay close attention to the following: 

Prerequisites 
Some classes follow a defined course pathway requiring completion of entry-level courses before a student 
can enroll in higher levels. This is usually reflected in a numerical indicator for classes with the same name 
(e.g., a student should complete Game Programming 1,2 before entry into Game Programming 3,4). 
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However, in some cases, advanced classes have prerequisites with different names (e.g., students should 
take Culinary Nutrition before taking Culinary Arts 1,2). Prerequisites are found in the course descriptions. 

Required teacher recommendations 
Classes taught at an accelerated or enriched level, including Honors, AP, and IB SL/HL courses, require teacher 
endorsement to assure student readiness for success. Students should seek recommendation from their 
current teacher in the subject area in which they are requesting acceleration/enrichment. 

Requirements for admission to 4-year colleges 
District 11’s graduation requirements are generally designed to support minimum standards for acceptance 
into 4-year colleges. However, selective colleges and universities often have higher expectations for entry 
and may expect greater levels of achievement beyond these minimum district standards. Additionally, some 
areas of study, such as engineering or medicine, may have expectations for completion of certain classes at 
the high school level to assure readiness for success in the freshman college year. Students should research 
these recommendations or expectations to the best of their ability in order to inform good class selection. 

Requirements for athletic eligibility in college 
Students hoping to compete athletically in college, particularly at NCAA Division I or II schools, must work 
closely with their counselor to assure they are getting sufficient grades in appropriate classes in order to 
meet academic eligibility standards. Not all classes offered at Palmer can be included in a student’s eligibility 
determination. Classes approved by the NCAA for eligibility determination are identified in the course catalog 
with a small weightlifter icon:. Students who do not fully qualify may be offered academic redshirting, in 
which they may practice during their first year of college, but cannot compete. Those who do not qualify for 
redshirting cannot practice, receive athletic scholarships or compete in their first year. 

Schedule Changes 

Please be sure to select your courses carefully. In order to maintain balanced class sizes and because the 
master schedule is designed to allow as many students as possible to take the combination of classes they 
have requested, we may not be able to accommodate schedule change requests. 

Class changes/additions 
It is best if all class changes are completed before the start of each new semester. Switching into or adding 
new classes will generally not be permitted beyond the second week of any semester. When students are 
allowed to enter new classes after the end of the second week due to unique circumstances, they may not 
be granted credit for those classes because they have missed too much of the curricular standards. Teachers 
maintain discretion as to whether credit can be awarded in these cases. 

Class drops 
Any student who drops a class after 20 days of the semester will receive an "F" or “H” grade for that class.  
An "F" grade is on the student's record for that course and will be included in the student's Grade Point 
Average (GPA). An “H” grade (given for medical reasons only) will be on the student’s record but will not 
calculate into the GPA. A student who is mandatorily withdrawn from a course at any time during the 
semester for disciplinary reasons will receive an "F" for that class. 9th-grade students who drop a course 
may be assigned to study hall during that period for the remainder of the semester in order to maintain 
their minimum standard of seven classes.   
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District 11 Graduation Requirements 

 

New Requirements for the Class of 2021 and beyond 
The State of Colorado passed legislation requiring Colorado school districts to update graduation policies 
beginning with the graduating class of 2021.  New requirements include completion of minimum credits for 
academic work, completion of an Individual and Career Academic Plan (ICAP), and demonstration of 
postsecondary workforce readiness. Students with Individual Education Plans or Advanced Learning Plans 
have alternative pathways for obtaining a District 11 high school diploma. 
 
Credit completion 
All graduating students must have earned a minimum of 46 semester credits. Students graduating in 2021 
and beyond are also required to have two semester credits of first-year Algebra (or equivalent- or higher-
level math completion), two semester credits of physical science, and two semester credits of biology. 

 
ICAP completion (required for Class of 2020 and Class of 2021 and beyond) 

All students are required to have an ICAP for all four years of high school completed by graduation. The 
ICAP provides a framework for students to bring self-identified purpose and impactful outcomes to their 
education by understanding the connections between school coursework and activities in relation to their 
future career and/or college goals. Students will complete their ICAPs by participating in counselor or 
teacher-supported lessons and activities that will be conducted intermittently throughout their high school 
experience. Examples include development and refinement of goal statements, taking and evaluating 
results of career interest surveys, searching for college or other postsecondary work options, building a 
resume, requesting financial aid for future options, and more. ICAPs are continuously reflected upon and 
refined as students connect their personal strengths and interests to self-identified potential careers.  
The ICAP will require parent/guardian involvement going forward, offering them an opportunity to support 
and guide student’s academic plans, career interests, and future education. Parents should ask their child 
about their ICAP and contact their school counselor if they need additional information to support their child. 

 

Areas of Study (New requirements for 2021+ in parentheses) Semester Credits 

English 
Social Studies 
Mathematics (two semester credits of Algebra I, or equivalent or higher, required) 
Science (two semester credits for each of Biology and a Physical Science required) 
Physical Education 
Health 
Humanities  
Computer Education 
Economics 
Practical Arts/Postsecondary Workforce Readiness 

8 
6 
6 
6 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

Required Subjects   35 

Electives 11 

Total Requirement 46 
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Demonstration of postsecondary workforce readiness (Class of 2021 and beyond) 

Beginning with the class of 2021, graduating students must show proficiency in both Math and English 
Language Arts in order to demonstrate their readiness for postsecondary success, either through attendance 
at an institute of higher education or direct entry into the workforce. Students have a menu of options for 
showing proficiency, any one of which may be obtained to validate readiness in either the Math or English 
areas. Some options may be relevant to only one are of study (e.g., a qualifying score on the Math portion of 
the SAT will only count towards demonstration of Math readiness, not English) while some menu items may 
demonstrate readiness in both Math and English Language Arts (e.g., minimum ASVAB score attainment).   

Demonstration English Math 

ACCUPLACER - a computerized test that assesses 
reading, writing, math and computer skills 

A score of at least 32 
on Reading 

Comprehension 

A score of at least 61 
on Elementary Algebra 

ACT  - a national college admissions exam   A score of at least 18  

on ACT English 

A score of at least 19   

on ACT Math 

ACT WorkKeys – National Career Readiness 
Certification - an assessment that tests students’ job 
skills in applied reading, writing, math and 21st  
century skills 

A score of bronze or 

higher 

A score of bronze or 

higher 

Advanced Placement (AP) – AP exams test students’ 

ability to perform at a college level 

A score of at least 2 on 

AP English Exam 

A score of at least 2 on 

AP Math Exam 

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) - 
a comprehensive test that helps determine students’ 
eligibility and suitability for careers in the military 

A score of at least 31 

Concurrent Enrollment - provides students the 
opportunity to enroll in postsecondary courses, 
simultaneously earning high school and college credit 

Passing grade per district and higher education 

policy 

Industry Certificate -  a credential recognized by 
business and industry as an industry standard 
assessment for basic knowledge, skills, and 
competencies in workforce readiness 

Individualized 

International Baccalaureate (IB) - IB exams assess 
students’ ability to perform at a college level 

A score of at least 4 on 

IB English Exam 

A score of at least 4 on 

IB Math Exam 

SAT – a national college admissions exam A score of at least 470 

on Evidence-Based 

Reading & Writing 

A score of at least 500 

on Math 

Collaboratively-developed, standards-based 

performance assessment – pending legislation and 

funding for creation  

State-wide scoring criteria, currently TBD 
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Postsecondary Options 

 

After graduation, students may opt to continue their education at a college or other institute of higher 
learning, pursue technical training, or directly enter the workforce. However, it is important for all graduates 
to recognize that in the next decade, nearly 80% of all jobs in Colorado are expected to require some amount 
of postsecondary credentialing. Hence, regardless of the path they choose directly after higher school, 
graduates are likely to continue their education at some point in the future. 

Four-year colleges and universities 
Four-year colleges offer undergraduate educational programs that lead to a bachelor's degree in a specific 
area of study. Students pursue bachelor’s degrees in order to prepare for a profession or continued graduate 
study. Course curricula typically include a portion of core classes as well as specialized classes in the student’s 
area of study (major and/or minor). The terms college and university are often used interchangeably, though 
universities are generally larger institutions comprising multiple schools offering both undergraduate and 
graduate programs. A university will typically have one or more colleges within it offering undergraduate 
programs, often organized by area of study (e.g., College of Liberal Arts, College of Engineering, etc.).  

Two-year and Career Technical Colleges  
Two-year colleges offer programs of shorter duration with concentrated curricula that enable students to 
enter the workforce as quickly as possible, usually via attainment of a certificate or an associate’s degree. 
Types of schools include: 

Community colleges 
These institutions typically focus on providing career training for jobs that are relevant to local industries and 
their workforce needs. Education is theory-based and delivered through a combination of classroom 
instruction and practical work. Students typically will take some amount of core curriculum but most classes 
will be specific to the area of study. Community colleges do not have admission requirements beyond a high 
school diploma or equivalent but students must qualify through testing to begin some core classes and may 
be required to take remedial classes before beginning a program of study. Community colleges are often the 
most affordable way to continue education after high school and may offer a viable path for students wishing 
to transfer into a four-year college. 

Vocational and trade schools 
These schools offer specialized training in a particular industry or career and generally rely more on hands-
on approaches for training. Because of this focus, they can often be completed in a shorter time than 
community college programs, though programs typically cost more due to this level of specialization. 

Public vs. Private Schools 
Postsecondary schools are broadly categorized by the way in which they are funded. All four-year, two-year, 
and career technical colleges will fall into one of these categories: 

Public schools 
Public schools primarily receive funding from local and state governments. They serve as non-profit 
institutions with the intent of providing the best quality education for their students. Because of this 
subsidization, they usually offer lower tuition rates than private schools, especially for students who are 
residents of the state where the school is located. In Colorado, of those students who continue on to 
postsecondary education, approximately two-thirds will attend a public school within Colorado. 



6 

Private non-profit schools 
Private non-profits rely mainly on tuition, fees and private sources of funding. They typically have a higher 
price tag than public schools but private donations can sometimes enable them to provide generous aid 
packages for students with financial need. Most highly selective and prestigious schools fall in this category, 
but there are private schools at all levels of quality and selectivity and, in many cases, public schools can offer 
an equal or superior educational experience. 

Private for-profit schools 
These schools are set up as businesses to make money for shareholders by offering education as a product. 
For-profit schools typically have open enrollment policies and tout flexibility in courseware (online delivery, 
accelerated semesters, night or weekend classes, etc.) so they may have some benefit for non-traditional 
students. However, they typically charge higher costs than comparable non-profit schools and spend less per 
student on instructional costs. They can be a good choice for certain students, but studies have shown that 
in comparison to non-profit schools, they often have lower graduation rates and provide poorer outcomes 
in employability, wages and debt burden for degree completers. 

Apprenticeship Programs  
Apprenticeships are structured training programs that combine on-the-job training with related classroom 
instruction under the supervision of a journey-level craft person or trade professional. Workers “earn while 
they learn” gaining practical and theoretical aspects of a highly skilled occupation while being paid a salary 
and getting educational credits. After completing an apprenticeship program, workers earn a certified 
portable credential accepted by industries and employers across the U.S. 

Military 
Military enlistment is an option for individuals 17 years of age or older who have earned a high school 
diploma. Entering into the military directly after high school can provide opportunities for training and skill 
development in a wide array of career areas. Enlistees can also earn educational benefits through the Post-
9/11 GI Bill, which can fully fund a four-year college education after completion of only 3 years of military 
service. A qualifying Armed Service Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) score is required for all branches of 
the armed services, and individuals must meet standards of physical fitness and medical qualification.   
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A General Guide to College Admissions 

College and university admission requirements vary, depending on the degree of selectivity and the identified 
mission of the institution. Students should familiarize themselves with the different levels of selectivity in 
college admissions so that their coursework supports admission at the institution of their choice. 

Higher Education Admission Recommendations 
Students planning to attend a four-year college or university in Colorado should complete the following 
classes in order to fulfill the Higher Education Admission Recommendations (HEAR). HEAR is one factor of 
many that public four-year institutions consider in the admission decision process. 

Academic Area Recommended Curriculum 

English 4 years 

Mathematics (Must include Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II or equivalents)* 4 years 

Natural/Physical Sciences (two years must be lab-based) 3 years 

Social Sciences (at least one year of U.S. or world history) 3 years 

World/Foreign Language (includes American Sign Language) 1 year 

Academic Electives 2 years 

*Currently, the HEAR math recommendation is that students should complete up through the second year of Algebra. However, some college 
programs require freshman students to be ready for calculus. Some recommend Statistics or Math for Liberal Arts preparation. If you know 
which program or area of study you with to pursue in college, contact the admission or academic advising office at the institution you are 
considering for specific math preparation information. 

Top Factors Influencing Admission Decisions 
Each year, the National Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC) surveys colleges and university 
admissions counselors to determine the top factors influencing admission decisions. According to the “2018 
State of College Admissions” report, the factors impacting admission decisions, in order of importance, were: 

Most Important Factors: 
Grades in all courses 
Grades in college prep courses 
Admission test scores (ACT, SAT) 
Strength of curriculum 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Factors of Moderate or Limited Importance: 
Essay or writing sample  
Counselor recommendation 
Student’s Demonstrated Interest 
Teacher Recommendation 
Class Rank 
Extracurricular Activities 
Subject Test Scores (AP, IB) 
Portfolio 
Interview 
Work 
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Admission Standards for Colorado Public Four-Year Colleges and Universities 
Public colleges and universities in Colorado share the average GPA and ACT/SAT ranges for students they 
have admitted in the previous year. As an example, “50 percent of admitted students had between a 3.0 – 
3.5 GPA, and 1040 – 1300 SAT.” These ranges are NOT admission requirements, but should serve as a guide 
to the admission standards at each institution. Students who have below the listed 50 percent ranges can 
still be competitive for admission if they are strong in other areas of their academic profile. 

GPA and Test Score Ranges of Admitted Freshmen – Fall 2017 Data 
Both ACT & SAT are accepted by all Colorado public institutions. 

*SAT totals = Evidence Based Reading & Writing + Math subscores. It does NOT include the Essay or Written Component score. 

** Colorado School of Mines does NOT use weighted GPAs in making an admission decision – they use unweighted only. 

 
 

  

 

Institution 

High School GPA           

Mid-50% GPA range of 

admitted students         

(4.0 scale – includes 

weighted GPA) 

ACT                            

Mid-50% ACT range of 

admitted students 

(composite scores) 

SAT                                

Mid-50% SAT range of 

admitted students 

(total score) 

Adams State University 2.70 – 3.60 17 – 22 950 – 1120 

Colorado Mesa University 3.15 – 3.83 20 – 25 1020 – 1200 

Colorado School of Mines 3.71 – 3.98** 29 – 33 1330 – 1460 

Colorado State University Fort Collins 3.33 – 4.00 23 – 29 1120 – 1300 

Colorado State University Global 2.80 – 3.60 18 – 23 980 – 1160 

Colorado State University Pueblo 2.91 – 3.76 18 – 23 950 – 1120 

Fort Lewis College 3.08 – 3.81 20 – 25 1040 – 1190 

Metropolitan State University of Denver 2.59 – 3.42 17 – 22 920 – 1110 

University of Colorado Boulder 3.44 – 4.00 25 – 31 1180 – 1350 

University of Colorado Colorado Springs 3.10 – 3.87 20 – 26 1070 – 1250 

University of Colorado Denver 3.23 – 3.93 21 – 27 1070 – 1260 

University of Northern Colorado 3.07 – 3.83 19 – 25 1030 – 1230 

Western Colorado University 2.95 – 3.75 20 - 25 1025 - 1200 
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College Credits While in High School 

  

District 11 students may obtain college credits in a variety of way and should consult with their school 
counselor if they have interest in or questions about any of the following programs: 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) Course Examinations 
These rigorous courses are designed for students who are ready for college-level academic work. Both AP 
and IB classes offer the opportunity to take a standardized test upon completion of the course. AP tests are 
graded on a 5-point scale while IB tests are graded on a 7-point scale; colleges generally have a minimum 
standard for earning credit (typically 3 for AP tests and 4 for IB tests) with higher scores often awarding more 
credit or advanced standing upon entry.  However, credit awarding is not standardized across colleges and 
each institution will typically publish their own equivalency matrices for given test scores. Additionally, highly 
selective colleges may grant no credit for AP/IB tests, though completion of these rigorous programs is still 
valuable to demonstrate academic readiness for acceptance. Students should familiarize themselves with the 
specific crediting standards of the colleges they are interested in applying to. 

Concurrent Enrollment (CE) 
District 11 allows students to access supplemental tuition funds to study at the postsecondary level while still 
in high school. Through this program, students may enroll in and attend classes at a local college while 
earning both high school and college credit. Students who would not typically access college without an 
“advanced” start, students with significant academic needs, and students who have exhausted district 
curriculum may benefit from this opportunity. District 11 pays course tuition at the community college rate, 
while books and other fees shall be at the expense of the student or his/her parents or legal guardians. 

Dual-Enrollment and Articulation Credit 
Dual-enrollment is a way for students to earn college credit while taking classes in their high school. Under 
articulation agreements with community or state colleges, high school courses are aligned to a collegiate 
curriculum standard and taught by credentialed teachers. This allows students meeting minimum grade 
standards to be awarded college credit along with their high school credit. Students must have prior 
permission to enroll and meet the requirements specified by the college. Articulated credits will be recorded 
on an official college transcript but will not guarantee acceptance at the college that transcripts the work. 
Additionally, students who opt to attend a different college after high school are responsible for verifying 
whether and how these credits may be transferred into their eventual program of study. 

ASCENT (Accelerating Students through Concurrent ENrollmenT) 
Students who have completed and successfully transcripted at least 12 credit hours of postsecondary 
coursework prior to completion of their senior year may be eligible for the ASCENT Program. District 11 pays 
their college tuition at the resident community college rate. Students remain as a non-graduated student 
participant for one year following their senior year; they may walk at graduation but may not accept/convert 
their diploma as graduated. The high school diploma is deferred while in the ASCENT program and is received 
upon completion of their ASCENT year. Students must opt in prior to February 1st. The intent of the ASCENT 
program is to increase the percentage of students who participate in postsecondary education, especially 
among low-income and traditionally underserved populations, and decrease the number of students who do 
not complete high school. Additionally, the program intends to decrease the amount of time that is required 
for a student to complete a postsecondary degree, as well as reduce state expenditures for public education 
to provide postsecondary course work for high school students. 
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Postsecondary Workforce Readiness 
 

District 11 staff work tirelessly to prepare students for a world yet to be imagined. Through engaging curricula 
and experiential learning, students are gaining the skills necessary to be career and college ready. Students 
throughout the district have the opportunity to access programs and coursework that will further enhance 
their career knowledge. The completion of students’ ICAPs, enrollment in Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) courses and Concurrent Enrollment programs that may offer Career Certifications and Licensures will 
assure all students graduate Postsecondary and Workforce Ready (PWR) and prepared to make sound career 
choices for their futures. The following information will help you better understand the programs available 
and steps necessary to access postsecondary opportunities while in high school and beyond.  

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
CTE courses are available at all high schools in District 11. CTE Courses help students, workers and lifelong 
learners of all ages fulfill their career potential. Students can explore interests and careers in the process of 
progressing through school. CTE courses taken in high school provide students with academic subject 
matter taught with relevance to the real world, often called contextual learning. Students also gain 
employability skills, from job-specific knowledge to appreciation of workplace ethics. CTE courses may offer 
students the opportunity to get industry certifications that support immediate workforce entry and/or may 
have articulation agreements that enable students to earn college credits. 

Career Pathways 
These robust CTE programs utilize a sequence of courses (Career Pathways) to support students’ college and 
career readiness. These programs of study often include college credit, multiple years of specific career-
oriented courses or a single year of a fast-paced capstone course.  Classes are offered at the Roy J. Wasson 
Academic Campus and articulation agreements with PPCC and Colorado state universities allow students the 
opportunity to earn college credit and/or industry certifications. Programs are offered in Automotive and 
Transportation; Business and Social Innovation; Cybersecurity and Information Technology; Paraprofessional 
and Early Childhood Education; Horticulture and Landscape Technology; Food Service, Hospitality and 
Tourism; Journalism; and Visual and Design Arts.   

Career Start 
Career Start is a Concurrent Enrollment (CE) program providing occupational skill development and training 
for juniors and seniors. Students are able to take CE classes with a College and Career emphasis at PPCC 
campus locations. District 11 pays all costs for the year-long program and students have the opportunity to 
earn college credits which may be applied to a post-secondary certificate or degree as well as high school 
graduation requirements. Career Start prepares students for the world of work by teaching the related 
academics and workplace basics that are essential for employment. Some of the programs offered through 
Career Start are: Auto Collision Repair, Construction, Criminal Justice, Cyber Security, Diesel Power 
Technology, Fire Science Technology, Health Career Exploration, Health Science Technology, Interior Design, 
Multimedia Graphic Design, Radio and Television, Welding, and Zoo Keeping. Additional information 
regarding this opportunity is available at www.ppcc.edu/high-school-programs. 
 
 

 



11 

Paying for College or Career Education 
 
The U.S. Department of Education awards about $120 billion every year in grants, work-study funds, and low-
interest loans to help pay college costs for more than 13 million students. Financial aid may also be provided 
by your state government, college or career institution, and from non-profit or private organizations. 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
Completing a FAFSA is generally the first and most important step students take in order to receive financial 
support for educational costs. Students and parents/guardians complete the FAFSA together in order to 
determine the families’ level of financial need. After submitting personal financial data, students identify 
which schools they want the information sent to. The schools then determine how much and what types of 
financial aid will be provided, either by the government or by the school directly, and how much of the costs 
will have to be covered by the student and family. This information is delivered to admitted students as a 
Student Aid Report so that students can make the best decision about affordability before they decide to 
attend. The FAFSA opens up to students on 1 October of their high school senior year to identify funding that 
will be provided in the following academic school year (i.e. college freshman year). Students then resubmit a 
FAFSA for every year they remain enrolled in college. Since some types of aid are limited, students are 
encouraged to complete the FAFSA as soon as possible to qualify for the maximum amount of aid. Many 
schools also publish a priority deadline for financial aid (for Colorado schools, this is typically 1 March of the 
student’s high school senior year) to help students qualify for the maximum amount of support. 
 

Gift Aid – Grants and Scholarships 
Grants and scholarships are considered “gift aid” because they are free money that does not have to be 
repaid. Grants are typically provided to students on the basis of financial need, whereas scholarships are 
generally awarded for academic or other achievement. Grants and scholarships may be given by the federal 
government, a student’s state or local government, the school a student attends, or from private or non-
profit organizations. Notable grant and scholarship sources include: 

Federal Pell Grants 
Pell Grants are awarded to students who demonstrate significant financial need. Amounts can change yearly 
and are awarded partially or in full to all students who qualify. A full Pell Grant award is $6,195 for the 2019-
2020 academic year. 

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (FSEOG) 
Like the Pell Grant, the FSEOG is awarded to students who demonstrate significant financial need. Students 
can qualify to receive $100 to $4,000 per year depending on their level of need. Participating schools receive 
money from the federal government, which they, in turn, provide to their students. However, as these funds 
are limited, they are often provided in a “first come, first served” manner until they run out. It is important 
to file for financial aid consideration early to have the best opportunity to receive these funds. 

Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grants 
Students who intend to pursue a career in teaching can receive up to $4,000 per year through the TEACH 
Grant. TEACH Grant recipients are required to teach in high-need fields, in schools serving predominantly 
low-income students, and must do so for at least four of the first eight years after completing their 
educational program. High-need fields vary based upon region of the country, but typically include areas such 
as bilingual/English language learner education, foreign language, math, science, and special education. 
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Boettcher Scholarships 
The Boettcher fund encourages top high school students in Colorado to pursue their undergraduate 
education within our state rather than taking their talents to an out-of-state school. Each year, they provide 
full-ride scholarships to 42 students in Colorado who commit to attending a college or university in state. This 
prestigious scholarship is merit-based and highly competitive. Students must demonstrate superior academic 
achievement, evidence of potential leadership, service to their community and school, and outstanding 
character. Awardees are typically in the top 2% of their class academically and have an SAT score above 1400. 

Daniels Scholarships 

The Daniels fund provides comprehensive, four-year college scholarships for students demonstrating 
financial need, and connects them with mentorship and support to assure success in college and life. 
Academic performance and promise are part of the selection criteria, and there are minimum test score 
requirements (SAT Math score of 470+, Reading/Writing score of 450+; or 17+ on ACT), but emphasis is 
placed on strength of character, leadership potential, and commitment to serving the community.  Well over 
200 scholarship recipients are selected each year from the four state-region of Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, 
and Wyoming, but the scholarship can be used at any accredited nonprofit college in the United States. 

Loans 

A loan is money you borrow to pay for college expenses which must be repaid along with interest. Loans can 
come from the federal government, private sources such as banks and other financial institutions, or from 
other organizations. Loans made by the federal government, called federal student loans, usually have more 
benefits than loans from banks or other private sources, such as lower and/or fixed interest rates, income-
based repayment plans, deferment/postponement options, and interest rate reduction based on method of 
repayment. There are two federal student loan programs: 

The William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program 
Under this loan program, the U.S. Department of Education lends you money to pay for college costs. Loans 
made directly to students are called Stafford Loans, whereas loans given to parents to support their child’s 
education are provided through the Parent PLUS loan program. Loan options include: 

• Direct Subsidized Stafford Loans are loans made to eligible undergraduate students who 
demonstrate financial need. Students may take out up to $5,500 a year to help pay for a college or 
career school. Students don’t have to begin repaying the loans until after they leave college (or drop 
below half-time student status) and interest usually does not accrue while the student is in school. 

• Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loans are also made to eligible students in order to cover college costs, 
though financial need is not a requirement. Students may take out up to $20,500 per year. Like 
subsidized loans, students do not have to start repaying until after college completion, though interest 
does start accruing immediately. 

• Direct PLUS Loans are taken out by parents of students to help pay for their dependent child’s 
education. The maximum amount is not capped and can potentially cover the full cost of attendance. 
Interest rates are higher than rates for Stafford loans (Subsidized or Unsubsidized) that are given 
directly to students, though they may still offer better rates and larger amounts than can be obtained 
through banks or private lenders. 

The Federal Perkins Loan Program 
A Perkins loan is similar to a Direct Subsidized Stafford Loan, but the school acts as the lender instead of the 
U.S. Department of Education. Like other subsidized loans, repayment can be deferred until completion of a 
degree program and interest generally does not accrue while the student is enrolled. 
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The Federal Work-Study Program  
Work-study provides part-time jobs for students with financial need, allowing them to earn money to help 
pay educational costs. Jobs are available in many different areas but students are encouraged to pursue work 
related to their course of study, whenever possible. Work-study jobs can be preferable to jobs found in the 
local community because positions are often on campus, reducing transportation time and costs, and many 
employers will support a work schedule built around a student’s class schedule needs. 

College Opportunity Fund (COF) 

The COF provides a stipend to eligible undergraduate students in Colorado who choose to enroll in a college 
in Colorado. All public 2- and 4-year colleges in Colorado participate as do a few private in-state 4-year 
colleges. The stipend is paid directly by the state government to the college of attendance at a rate of $85 
per credit hour at a public college, and $45 per credit hour at a private college. Students generally qualify by 
being determined as an in-state student for tuition purposes. However, students must actively request use 
of this money, either when applying to college, or directly through the COF website: cof.college-assist.org. 
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International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme 
 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is for students in the 11th and 12th grades that are ready 
for college-level academic courses and is a world-recognized pre-collegiate program. Palmer High School is 
the only IB World School that offers IB courses in District 11. This two-year program is an international 
organization based in Geneva, Switzerland offering honors coursework to students around the world. 
Students have the option to enroll as a full IB Diploma student or as an IB Course Candidate.  Full Diploma 
students complete six honors courses – 3 Higher Level (HL – 2 year courses) and 3 Standard Level (SL – mostly 
1 year courses), an internal assessment (usually a written paper) for each class and written exams in May. 
Junior Diploma students are allowed to take one or two Standard Level (SL) exams at the end of their junior 
year which then leaves 4 or 5 exams left to complete in May of their senior year. Students are assessed with 
oral exams for world language courses and English.  In the Visual Arts course students participate in an Art 
Exhibition where their art work is displayed and open to the public. The value-added Creativity, Activity and 
Service (CAS) requiring students to do service projects, writing a 4000 word research paper (Extended Essay 
EE) and taking a Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course in which students reflect on the nature of knowledge and 
on how we know what we claim to know, prepare students for college and life beyond.  IB course candidates 
enroll in one or more IB diploma classes, fulfill all assessments and requirements including taking the end of 
course exam with the opportunity to earn college credit as they enter college based on their exam score(s).   
 
Colorado House Bill 1108 – College Credit for IB Diploma, passed in 2003, guarantees IB Diploma graduates 
who earn the IB diploma a minimum of 24+ college credits when a student enters a public college or 
university in the state of Colorado.  
 
If a student did not complete the Diploma Programme or is an IB course candidate, they can still earn 
college credit for the IB exams on which scores of 4, 5, 6 or 7 are earned. The credit is guaranteed to 
transfer, but it is not guaranteed to apply to degree requirements. This college credit is applied to electives, 
which are necessary to earn a bachelor’s degree. 
 

Most colleges award college credit to students who earn IB exam scores of 4, 5, 6 or 7. Parents and students 
are advised to check with colleges for additional details. For more information about the IB Diploma program 
or IB course candidacy, please consult with your Palmer High School counselor.  
 

How do you Earn the IB Diploma? 
➢ Complete all six courses – 3 HLs (Higher Level) and 3 SLs (Standard Level) 

▪ Language and Literature (English)  
▪ Language Acquisition  
▪ Individuals & Societies 
▪ Sciences 
▪ Math 
▪ Arts (or other elective): Visual Arts or a 2nd course from one of the groups above 

 
➢ Meet Core Requirements  

▪ Theory of Knowledge (TOK): Interdisciplinary course taken during the first three quarters of the 
senior year; introduced during the 4th quarter of the junior year.  

▪ Extended Essay (4000-word formal research paper related to an IB Diploma subject): A capstone 
Diploma program experience; like the Middle Years Personal Project, students work with a 
faculty supervisor.  
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▪ Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS): Students develop themselves creatively, physically, and 
through community service over the course of two years. 

 
➢ Candidate must earn 24 points or more to receive the IB Diploma, as follows…  

▪ [Article 13 of the General Regulations:  Award of the IB Diploma] 
13.1:  All assessment components for each of the six subjects and the additional Diploma 
requirements must be completed in order to qualify for the award of the IB Diploma. 
13.2:  The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate provided all the following requirements 
have been met. 
 a. CAS requirements have been met. 
 b. The candidate’s total points are 24 or more. 

c. There is no “N” awarded for theory of knowledge, the extended essay or for a 
contributing subject. [An “N” is earned when a student does not complete all IB-required 
assessment components for a subject or core requirement – e.g., misses an IB exam 
without proper excuse, fails to submit the extended essay, etc.] 
d. There is no grade “E” awarded for theory of knowledge and/or the extended essay. 
e. There is no grade “1” awarded in a subject/level. 
f. There are no more than two grade “2s” awarded (HL or SL). 
g. There are no more than three grade “3s” or below awarded (HL or SL). 
h. The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects (for candidates who 
register for four HL subjects, the three highest grades count).  
i. The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects (candidates who register for 
two SL subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL). 
J. The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the Final 
Award Committee. 
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Palmer High School IB Diploma Programme 
(Applicable to 2019-2020 school year only) 

11th Grade *Denotes available for IB Course Candidacy 12th Grade *Denotes available for IB Course Candidacy 
DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 

Group 1: Studies in Language & Literature 
IB DP English 5,6 HL (Rewey) 

Group 1: Studies in Language & Literature 
IB DP English 7,8 HL (2nd year) 

Group 2: Language Acquisition 
*IB DP French 5, 6 SL/HL (Murtha) 
*IB DP French 7, 8 SL/HL 
*IB DP Spanish 5,6 SL/HL (Garcia) 
*IB DP Spanish 7, 8 SL/HL 
*IB DP Mandarin Chinese 5,6,7,8 SL(Jiang) 

Group 2: Language Acquisition 
*IB DP French 7, 8 SL/HL (Murtha) 
*IB DP French 9,10, SL/HL 
*IB DP Spanish 7, 8 SL/HL (Garcia) 
*IB DP Spanish 9,10 SL/HL 
*IB DP Mandarin Chinese 7, 8, 9, 10 SL (Jiang) 

Group 3: Individuals & Societies 
IB DP History:20th Century World History 5,6 SL 
(Schulzki) 
IB DP History: 20th Cent. World History 5,6 HL (Schulzki) 
*IB DP Psychology 5,6 HL (Combined with AP Psych 1st 
year) (Boyd & Grantz – year 1) 

Group 3: Individuals & Societies 
IB DP History: 20th Century World History 5,6  SL 
(Schulzki) 
IB DP History of the Americas 7, 8 HL (2nd year) 
(Schulzki) 
*IB DP Psychology 7,8 HL (2nd year) 
(Grantz) 

Group 4: Sciences 
IB DP Biology 5, 6 HL (Lewis) 
*IB DP Environmental Systems & Societies 5,6 SL 
(Stevens) 
*IB DP Physics 5, 6 SL (Lohmann) 
Physics H 

Group 4: Sciences 
IB DP Biology 7, 8 HL  (2nd year) (Lewis) 
*IB DP Environmental Systems & Societies 5,6 SL 
(Stevens) 
*IB DP Physics 5, 6 SL (Lohmann) 
Physics H 

Group 5: Mathematics 
Algebra 3,4 
IB MYP H Advanced Algebra-Geometry 3,4 H  
*IB DP Math Studies 5,6 SL 
*IB DP Math Analysis 1, 2, SL (2 year course)  
*IB DP Math Analysis 1, 2 HL (2 year course)  
 

Group 5: Mathematics 
*IB DP Math Applications 1,2 SL 
*IB DP Math Analysis 3,4 SL (year 2) 
*IB DP Math Analysis 3,4 HL (year 2) 
AP Statistics or AP Calculus 

Other Grad Requirements: 
PE (one semester course) 
Health (one semester course) 
Economics (one semester course) 

PE (one semester course) 
Health (one semester course) 
Economics (one semester course) 
IB DP Theory of Knowledge (3 quarter class) 

6th Subject choices: The Arts 
*IB DP Visual Arts 5,6 SL (Dimidik) 
*IB DP Visual Arts 5,6 HL (Dimidik) 
Second science 
Second foreign language 
Second Individuals & Societies (Group 3) 

6th Subject choices: The Arts 
*IB DP Visual Arts 5,6 SL (Dimidik)  
*IB DP Visual Arts 7,8 HL (2nd year) (Dimidik) 
Second science 
Second foreign language 
Second Individuals & Societies (Group 3) 

7th Subject – Elective of your choice 7th Subject – Elective of your choice 

4000 word Extended essay 
(Begins spring of Junior year and is due January of Senior year) 

CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service) Requirement 
 

Candidates for the IB Diploma must test in 3 HL classes and 3 SL classes  
(or 4 HL and 2 SL with parent permission). 
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A Recommended Guide to College Readiness 
Preparing for college can be overwhelming. However, starting early can help reduce the anxiety that is felt 
during this process. The steps provided below are merely a guide that can help you along the way. However, 
having regular meetings with your school counselor will help you and your family prepare for the college 
going process.  (See website for underlined links and online checklist.  Link:  http://1.usa.gov/1QOQdpb) 
 

9th Grade Steps Toward College Preparation 
 

Students To Do: 
• Take challenging classes in core academic subjects. Most colleges require four years of English, at least 

three years of social studies (history, civics, geography, economics, etc.), three years of mathematics, and 
three years of science, and many require two years of a foreign language. Round out your course load 
with classes in computer science and the arts. 

• Work with one of your parents to estimate your financial aid using FAFSA4caster and be sure to save for 
college. 

• Get involved in school- or community-based activities that interest you or let you explore career interests. 
Consider working, volunteering, and/or participating in academic enrichment programs, summer 
workshops, and camps with specialty focuses such as music, arts, or science. Remember, it is quality (not 
quantity) that counts. 

• Ask your counselor or teachers about what Advanced Placement courses are available, whether you are 
eligible, and how to enroll in them. 

• Use the U.S. Department of Labor’s career search tool to research your career options. 
• Start a list of your awards, honors, paid and volunteer work, and extracurricular activities. Update it 

throughout high school. 

 

Students To Explore: 
• Check out KnowHow2Go: The Four Steps to College, which suggests some actions you can take as you 

start thinking about education beyond high school. 
• Learn about managing your money. 
• Explore reasons to consider college and ways you can get help preparing. 

 

Parents To Do: 
• Talk to your child about college plans as if he or she will definitely go to college. 
• Keep an eye on your child’s study habits and grades—stay involved. 
• Encourage your child to take Advanced Placement or other challenging classes. 
• Add to your child’s college savings account regularly; and make sure you are fully aware of the 

provisions of the account. 

 

Parents To Explore: 
• Address your concerns about whether your child can or should go to college. 

• Read “Parent Power” access ideas for remaining involved in your child’s progress. 
 
 

http://1.usa.gov/1QOQdpb
https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?locale=en_EN&_ga=2.118107018.2067182133.1549582683-1292737011.1510584427
https://www.mynextmove.org/
http://knowhow2go.acenet.edu/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/money-management-checklist.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college#why-college
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/help
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources/parents
https://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/parentpower/booklet.pdf
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10th Grade Steps Toward College Preparation 
 

Students To Do: 
• Meet with your school counselor or mentor to discuss colleges and their requirements. 
• Consider taking a practice Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 

(PSAT/NMSQT) or the PLAN exam. 
• Plan to use your summer wisely: Work, volunteer, or take a summer course.  
• Go to career information events to get a more detailed look at career options. 
• Research majors that might be a good fit with your interests and goals based on your results from the 

U.S. Department of Labor’s career search.  

 

Students To Explore: 

• Learn the differences between grants, loans, work-study, and scholarships. 

 

Parents To Do: 

• Find out whether your child’s school has college nights or financial aid nights. Plan to attend those 
events with your child. 

• Help your child develop independence by encouraging him or her to take responsibility for balancing 
homework with any other activities or a part-time job. 

 

Parents To Explore: 
• Learn about the standardized tests your child will be taking during 10th through 12th grades. 

• Get a brief overview of financial aid from Do You Need Money for College—Federal Student Aid at a 
Glance.  
 

11th Grade Steps Towards College Preparation 
 

Students To Do: 
All Year 

• Explore careers and their earning potential in the Occupational Outlook Handbook. Or, for a fun 
interactive tool, try the U.S. Department of Labor’s career search. 

• Learn about choosing a college and find a link to our free college search tool. 

• Go to college fairs and college-preparation presentations by college representatives. 
  

Fall 
• Take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).   You must take 

the test in 11th grade to qualify for scholarships and programs associated with the National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 

  

Spring 
• Register for and take exams for college admission. The standardized tests that many colleges require 

are the SAT, the SAT Subject Tests, and the ACT. Check with the colleges you are interested in to see 
what tests they require. 

• Use the U.S. Department of Labor scholarship search to find scholarships for which you might want 
to apply. Some deadlines fall as early as summer between 11th and 12th grades, so prepare now to 
submit applications soon. 

 

Summer Before 12th Grade 
• Narrow down the list of colleges you are considering attending. If you can, visit the schools that 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://www.act.org/plan/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/tests
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2012-13-do-you-need-money.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2012-13-do-you-need-money.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/ooh
http://www.mynextmove.org/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/choosing-schools
http://www.bls.gov/ooh
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/tests
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/tests
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interest you. 
• Contact colleges to request information and applications for admission. Ask about financial aid, 

admission requirements, and deadlines. 
• Decide whether you are going to apply under a particular college’s early decision or early action 

program. Be sure to learn about the program deadlines and requirements. 
• Use the FAFSA4caster financial aid estimator, and compare the results to the actual costs at the 

colleges to which you will apply.  To supplement any aid FAFSA4caster estimates you might receive, 
be sure to apply for scholarships.  Your goal is to minimize the amount of loan funds you borrow. 
 

Students To Explore: 
• Find out what government financial aid you can apply for, and how, in Do You Need Money for 

College—Federal Student Aid at a Glance. 
• Learn how to avoid scholarship scams and identity theft as you look for financial aid and then 

attend college.   
 

Parents To Do: 
• Take a look at your financial situation, and be sure you’re on the right track to pay for college. 
• Talk to your child about the schools he or she is considering. Ask why those schools appeal to your 

child, and help him or her clarify goals and priorities. 
• Attend college fairs with your child, but don’t take over the conversation with the college 

representatives. Just listen, and let your child do the talking. 
• Take your child to visit college campuses, preferably when classes are in session. 
• Make sure your child is looking into or already has applied for scholarships. 
• Ask your employer whether scholarships are available for employees’ children. 

  

Parents To Explore: 
• Get in-depth information on the federal student aid programs. 

• Learn about student and parent loans in Direct Loan Basics for Students and Direct Loan Basics for 
Parents. 

• Find out how the federal student aid application process works. 
 

 

12th Grade Steps Towards College Preparation 
 

Students To Do: 
All Year 

• Work hard all year—second-semester grades can affect scholarship eligibility. 

• Stay involved in after-school activities, and see leadership roles if possible. 

Fall 
• Meet with your school counselor to make sure you are on track to graduate and fulfill college 

admission requirements. 

• If you haven’t done so already, register for and take the standardized tests required for college 
admission. Check with the colleges you are interested in to see what tests they require. 

• Apply to the colleges you have chosen. Prepare your applications carefully. Follow the instructions, 
and PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO DEADLINES! 

• Well before your application deadlines, ask your counselor and teacher to submit required document 
(e.g., transcript, letters of recommendation) to the colleges to which you’re applying. 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/tests
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/tests
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2012-13-do-you-need-money.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2012-13-do-you-need-money.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/direct-loan-basics-students.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/direct-loan-basics-parents.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/direct-loan-basics-parents.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/finding-scholarships
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/tests
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/applying
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Winter 
• Encourage your parent(s) to complete income tax forms  as early as possible. If your parent(s) has 

(have) not completed their tax forms, you can provide estimated information on your federal 
student aid application, but remember to make any necessary changes later. 

• As soon as possible after Jan. 1, complete and submit your Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA®), along with any other financial aid applications your school(s) of choice may require. You 
can complete the FAFSA online or on paper, but completing the application online is faster and 
easier. You should submit your FAFSA by the earliest financial aid deadline of the schools to which 
you are applying, usually by early February. 

• After you submit the FAFSA, you should receive your Student Aid Report (SAR) within three days to 
three weeks. Quickly make any necessary corrections and submit them to the FAFSA processor. 

• Complete any last scholarship applications.  

Spring 
• Visit colleges that have invited you to enroll. 

• Review your college acceptances and compare the colleges’ financial aid offers. 

• Contact a school’s financial aid office if you have questions about the aid that school has offered you. 
In fact, getting to know your financial aid staff early is a good idea no matter what—they can tell you 
about deadlines, other aid for which you might wish to apply, and important paperwork you might 
need to submit. 

• When you decide which school you want to attend, notify that school of your commitment and submit 
any required financial deposit. Many schools require this notification and deposit by May 1.     

 

Students To Explore: 
• Refer to Funding Your Education: The Guide to Federal Student Aid for information about financial 

aid as you work through the FAFSA process. 

• Make informed decisions about student loans; the following resources are important at this point: 

• Federal Versus Private Loans 

• Direct Loan Basics for Students 
 

REMEMBER: Register for all tests in advance and be sure to give yourself time to prepare appropriately! If 
you have difficulty paying a registration fee, see your school counselor about getting a fee waiver. 
  

Parents To Do: 
• Work with your child on filling out the FAFSA.  

 

Parents To Explore: 
• Make sure your child’s personal information is safe when he or she applies for financial aid. For tips, 

read “Student Aid and Identity Theft.” 

• Read IRS Publication 970, Tax Benefits for Education to see how you might benefit from federal 
income tax credits for education expenses. 

• Understand the benefits of federal student loans. 

• Look at communications from schools to which your child sent FAFSA information. If a school has 
offered Direct PLUS Loans, the Direct Loan Basics for Parents brochure might be useful to you. 

 
*Adapted from the Federal Student Aid: An Office of the US Department of Education 

https://studentaid.ed.gov 

 

http://www.irs.gov/formspubs/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/student-aid-report
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/correct-update
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/comparing-aid-offers
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2012-13-funding-your-education.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/federal-vs-private
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/direct-loan-basics-students.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/scams#save-your-identity
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/student-aid-and-identity-theft.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p970.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans/federal-vs-private
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/direct-loan-basics-parents.pdf
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Academic Eligibility for Palmer Athletics 
If you are an athlete, check your course requests carefully to be sure that you are taking enough courses to 
meet the academic requirements for eligibility. The requirements are as follows: 

• Every athlete must be enrolled in 5 or more credits for both first and second semester. 

• Every athlete must have been enrolled in 5 or more credits during the previous semester. 

• The athlete must not be failing more than one course during the grading period of participation. 

NCAA Qualifications 

Student athletes who plan to compete in a Division I or II School as a college freshman need to register with, 
and be certified eligible by the NCAA in the spring of their junior year. Please be aware that eligibility for 
NCAA competition is not necessarily the same as the eligibility for college/university admission. 

Prospective student-athletes can access information on registration, applications, academic eligibility, core 
classes, fee waivers, test score requirements, or student release forms at www.ncaaclearninghouse.net. 

A component of NCAA eligibility is a college entrance exam (ACT or SAT). NCAA recognizes the Colorado state-
mandated SAT test given at Palmer in the spring of the junior year. Classes that are approved through the 
NCAA are denoted throughout the course book with the symbol . Athletes need to work with their 
counselors, coaches, and athletic director to make sure that the classes that they are taking meet eligibility 
standards for the NCAA. 

 
 
 

PALMER SPORTS 
 
Fall Sports   Winter Sports    Spring Sports 
Cross Country   Men’s Basketball   Baseball 
Football   Women’s Basketball   Track 
Volleyball   Hockey     Women’s Soccer 
Men’s Soccer   Wrestling    Women’s Golf 
Softball   Women’s Swim   Women’s Tennis 
Men’s Golf        Men’s Swim 
Men’s Tennis        Women’s Lacrosse 
Women’s Rugby       Men’s Rugby 
Cheer         Men’s Lacrosse 

http://www.ncaaclearninghouse.net/
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TENTATIVE FOUR–YEAR COURSE PLANNER 

 
Student Name:  _________________________________________________ 
 

9th Grade – Fall Credits 9th Grade – Spring Credits 

1 IBMYP English 1 1.0 1 IBMYP English 2 1.0 

2 IBMYP World History 1.0 2 IBMYP Geography 1.0 

3 IBMYP Algebra 1 1.0 3 IMBYP Algebra 2 1.0 

4 IBMYP Biology 1 1.0 4 IBMYP Biology 2 1.0 

5 Computer Apps.& Elective 1.0 5 Computer Apps.& Elective 1.0 

6 IBMYP World Language 1.0 6 IBMYP World Language 1.0 

7 Study Skills or Academic Enhancement 1.0 7 Study Skills or Academic Enhancement 1.0 

10th Grade – Fall Credits 10th Grade – Spring Credits 

1 IBMYP English 3 (required) 1.0 1 IBMYP English 4 (required) 1.0 

2 IBMYP U.S. History 1.0 2 IBMYP U.S. History 1.0 

3 IBMYP Integrated Math 1 1.0 3 IBMYP Integrated Math 2 1.0 

4 IBMYP Chemistry 1.0 4 IBMYP Chemistry 1.0 

5 IBMYP PE/Health 1.0 5 IBMYP PE/Health 1.0 

6 IBMYP World Language 1.0 6 IBMYP World Language 1.0 

7   7   

11th Grade – Fall Credits 11th Grade – Spring Credits 

1 English 5 (required) 1.0 1 English 6 (required) 1.0 

2 U.S. Govt. or Economics 1.0 2 U.S. Govt. or Economics 1.0 

3 Math 1.0 3 Math 1.0 

4 Science 1.0 4 Science 1.0 

5 PE 1.0 5 Elective 1.0 

6 Elective 1.0 6 Final PE or elective 1.0 

7   7   

12th Grade – Fall Credits 12th Grade – Spring Credits 

1 English 1.0 1 English 1.0 

2 S.S. Elective 1.0 2 Elective 1.0 

3 Math 1.0 3 Math 1.0 

4 Science 1.0 4 Science 1.0 

5 Final PE or Elective 1.0 5 Final PE or Elective 1.0 

6   6   

7   7   

Courses in italics are not required to graduate. A fourth year of math and science are strongly 
recommended for students planning on attending any type of college 
REMINDERS: 
You will need to take one class in the Practical Arts/Post Secondary Workforce Readiness (PWR) area 
(business education, industrial arts/vocational education, consumer and family studies) and two classes in 
the Humanities area (Music, art and/or foreign language) to graduate. See Minimum Requirements for 
Graduation Diploma on Page 10. 
 
IB Diploma candidates should see their counselor for help with their Four-Year Course Plans 
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Course Descriptions 

Some courses may require materials fees upon board 
approval. 
 

ART 
There is considerable research on the academic value of 
students receiving instruction in the Visual Arts. Students will 
learn the elements of art and principles of design. They will 
learn about art in relation to history, culture, and the 
community. They will also recognize and use the visual arts 
as a form of communication, and critique works of art through 
analysis, assessment, and evaluation.  
 
Look for Art courses that offer Industry Certificates, 
Postsecondary Workforce Readiness, CTE: articulated 
college credit through Pikes Peak Community College and 
CU succeed courses offering college credit through UCCS. 
 
IBMYP 2D Art and Design 1             
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit Per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Practical Arts 
or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness (2021+)) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This class will give you a chance to learn the fundamental 
skills and theories of drawing and rendering line structures, 
form, value, texture and composition. Application of drawing 
skills with various media for line quality as well as value and 
texture interpretations.  
NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC 
MGD134: Drawing for Illustrators upon completion of IBMYP 
2D Art and Design 1 and 2  
 
IBMYP 2D Art and Design 2  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Practical Arts 
or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness (2021+)) 
Prerequisite: 2D Art & Design 1 
 
This class completes the fundamental skills and theories of 
drawing and rendering line structures, form, value, texture 
and composition. Application of drawing skills with various 
media for line quality as well as value and texture 
interpretations. 
NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC 
MGD134: Drawing for Illustrators upon completion of IBMYP 
2D Art and Design 1 and 2  
 
GENERAL ART 3H  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or elective) 
Prerequisite: 2D Art and Design 2 or Color and Design 2 
 
Art 3H is an honors level art course that requires the artist to 
investigate and demonstrate development of new skills and 
techniques. The artist must also be able direct their own 
problem-solving skills while displaying technical competence 
with a variety of media. Media may include, but not be limited 
to, drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics and sculpture. 
 

GENERAL ART 4H  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or elective) 
Prerequisite: Art 3H 
 
Art 4H is an honors level art course that requires the artist to 
further investigate and demonstrate development of new 
skills and techniques. The artist must also relate their 
creations to cultural or historical influences while displaying 
technical competence with a variety of media. Media may 
include, but not be limited to, drawing, painting, printmaking, 
ceramics and sculpture. 
 
IBMYP Adobe Illustrator 1  
Course Length: 1 semester                Grade Level: 9-12       
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Computers, Elective, 
Practical Arts or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness 
(2021+) and/or Industry Certificate Option) 
Prerequisite: None  
 
Concentrates on the high-end capabilities of Adobe Illustrator 
as an illustration, design and vector drawing tools. Students 
learn how to use the tools to create digital artwork used in 
web design, print media, and digital screen design. Course 
competencies and outline follow those set by the Adobe 
certified Associate exam in Visual Communication using 
Adobe Illustrator. NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL ARTICULATE 
WITH PPCC MGD112: Adobe Illustrator I upon completion of 
IBMYP Adobe Illustrator 1 and 2 and Industry Certificate 
Option 
 
IBMYP Adobe Illustrator 2  
Course Length: 1 semester                Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Computers, 
Practical Arts or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness 
(2021+) and/or Industry Certificate Option) 
Prerequisite: IBMYP Adobe Illustrator 1 
 
Adobe Illustrator 2 completes the Concentration on the high-
end capabilities of Adobe Illustrator as an illustration, design 
and vector drawing tools. Students learn how to use the tools 
to create digital artwork used in web design, print media, and 
digital screen design. Course competencies and outline 
follow those set by the Adobe certified Associate exam in 
Visual Communication using Adobe Illustrator. NOTE: THIS 
COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC MGD112: Adobe 
Illustrator I upon completion of IBMYP Adobe Illustrator 1 and 
2 and Industry Certificate  
 
IBMYP Adobe Photoshop 1  
Course Length: 1 semester                Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Computers, 
Practical Arts or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness 
(2021+) and/or Industry Certificate Option) 
Prerequisite: none 
 
Concentrates on the high-end capabilities of Adobe 
Photoshop as an illustration, design and photo retouching 
tools. Students explore a wide range of selection and 
manipulation techniques applied to photos, graphics and 
videos. Course competencies and outline follow those set out 
by the Adobe Certified Associate exam in Visual 
Communication Using Adobe Photoshop.  
NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC 
MGD111: Adobe Photoshop I upon completion of IBMYP 
Adobe Photoshop 1 and 2 and Industry Certificate  
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IBMYP Adobe Photoshop 2  
Course Length: 1 semester                Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit Per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Computers, 
Practical Arts or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness 
(2021+) and/or Industry Certificate Option) 
Prerequisite: Adobe Photoshop 1 
 
Completes the concentration of the high-end capabilities of 
Adobe Photoshop as an illustration, design and photo 
retouching tools. Students explore a wide range of selection 
and manipulation techniques applied to photos, graphics and 
videos. Course competencies and outline follow those set out 
by the Adobe Certified Associate exam in Visual 
Communication Using Adobe Photoshop.  
NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC 
MGD111: Adobe Photoshop I upon completion of IBMYP 
Adobe Photoshop 1 and 2 and Industry Certificate  
 
AP STUDIO ART 1,2 HONORS 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
 
Studio Art AP is an honors course designed for students with 
exceptional ability and a high degree of interest in the 
practice of art. Students submit a portfolio of work to 
examiners in May in an attempt to qualify for credit and 
advanced placement in American colleges. Work with any 
medium and will be expected to reflect three areas of 
concern: breadth, concentration, and quality. NOTE: this 
course is two semesters AP Studio Art 1 and AP Studio Art 2 
and qualifies for college credit through UCCS 
 
AP STUDIO ART 3.4 HONORS 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: AP studio art 1,2  
 
Studio Art AP 3,4 is an honors course designed for students 
with the desire to complete another portfolio of work at the 
college level. Exceptional ability and a high degree of interest 
in the practice of art will submit a portfolio of work to 
examiners in May in an attempt to qualify for credit and 
advanced placement in American colleges. Work done in any 
medium and will be expected to reflect three areas of 
concern: breadth, concentration, and quality. NOTE: this 
course is two semesters AP Studio Art 3 and 4 and qualifies 
you for UCCS college credit 
 
IBMYP DESIGN AND COLOR 1 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Practical Arts 
or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness (2021+)) 
Prerequisite: none 
 
Covers the design process and creative problem solving; 
design and color theories, fundamentals, styles; stages area 
applied to workups; finished art; and presentations. 
Emphasis will be on line, form, composition, and continuity. 
NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC 
MGD109: Design & Color upon completion of IBMYP Design 
and Color 1 and 2   
 

IBMYP DESIGN AND COLOR 2 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Practical Arts 
or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness (2021+)) 
Prerequisite: Design and Color 1 
 
Continues to cover the design process and creative problem 
solving; design and color theories, fundamentals, styles; 
stages area applied to workups; finished art; and 
presentations. Emphasis will be on line, form, composition, 
and continuity.  
NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC 
MGD109: Design & Color upon completion of IBMYP Design 
and Color 1 and 2   
 

IBMYP DIGITAL PHOTO DESIGN 1 
Digital camera recommended 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Computers, 
Practical Arts or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness 
(2021+)) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

Introduces students to photography through a combination of 
lectures, demonstrations, assignments, and critiques. 
Students will learn to see photographically via an exploration 
of the basic tools, techniques and aesthetics of photography, 
with an emphasis on the creative use of camera controls, 
exposure, an overview of film and digital processing, and an 
awareness of the critical issues in contemporary 
photography. 
NOTE: THIS COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC 
PHO120 Fundamentals of Photography upon completion of 
IBMYP Digital Photo Design 1 and 2   
 

IBMYP DIGITAL PHOTO DESIGN 2 
Digital camera recommended 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective, Computers, 
Practical Arts or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness 
(2021+)) 
Prerequisite: Digital Photo Design 1 
 

Continue to learn how the digital SLR camera operates using 
a variety of lenses. The photo is just the beginning as you will 
bring your creative side to this class, and explore your 
imagination through contemporary photography. NOTE: THIS 
COURSE WILL ARTICULATE WITH PPCC PHO120 
Fundamentals of Photography upon completion of IBMYP 
Digital Photo Design 1 and 2   
 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 3H and 4H 
Digital camera required 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities, Elective) 
Prerequisite: Digital Photo Design 2  
 

Enter the world of the commercial photographer. Gain mastery 
over your digital SLR and begin building your photography 
portfolio. Concentrate on the commercial aspects that the 
working photographer faces daily which include portraiture, 
landscapes, and photojournalism to name a few. Focus on a 
genre and demonstrate your skills through a portfolio you 
produce. Introduction to marketing work. 
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IBMYP ART AND DESIGN HONORS 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 9,10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective)  
Prerequisite: None. 
 
IBMYP Art & Design provides students with opportunities to 
develop the ability to express themselves and their ideas 
about the world they live in, working both independently and 
as cooperative members of a group. Visual arts involve 
students in a unique combination of psychomotor skills, factual 
knowledge and understanding that promotes issues; provide 
insights, opinions, solutions and resolutions; and reflect on, 
appreciate and evaluate artwork. A developmental workbook 
will be required which reflects their development, 
investigations, and shows a record of their creative process. 
 
IB ART DESIGN 5, 6 SL 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required 
 
The visual arts course encourages students to challenge their 
own creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. 
Students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and 
divergent thinking, while working towards technical proficiency 
and confidence as art-makers. In addition to exploring and 
comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in 
different contexts, engage in, experiment with and critically 
reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices and 
media. Designed for students who want to go on to further 
study of visual arts in higher education as well as for those 
who are seeking lifelong enrichment through visual arts.  
 
IB ART DESIGN 5, 6, 7, 8 HL  
Course Length: 4 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required 
 
The visual arts course encourages students to challenge 
their own creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. 
Students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and 
divergent thinking, while working towards technical 
proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition to 
exploring and comparing visual arts from different 
perspectives and in different contexts, to engage in, 
experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide range of 
contemporary practices and media. Designed for students 
who want to go on to further study of visual arts in higher 
education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong 
enrichment through visual arts. 
 
 
 

DIGITAL MEDIA STUDIES 
 

IBMYP COMPUTER APPLICATIONS  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Meets the D11 tech / computer ed. 
requirement) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Students in Computer Applications will develop necessary 
skills for a variety of computer applications. Practical uses for 
Microsoft Office applications for personal and business use 
are stressed in the areas of word processing, visual 
presentation, and spreadsheets. Career exploration will be 
required. This course includes units in Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, Outlook, Digital Citizenship, Student Connect 
(Q), Computer Literacy and Career Exploration. 
 
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level:  11-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Meets the D11 tech / computer ed. 
requirement) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Advanced Technology has several components similar to the 
Computer Applications course, and this course also meets 
the D11 computer education graduation requirement. 
However, the class is more fast-paced that Comp Apps, and 
so familiarity and experience with the curriculum’s software 
programs are needed. Practical uses for Microsoft Office 
applications for personal and business use are stressed in 
the areas of word processing, visual presentation, and 
spreadsheets. This course also includes units in Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, Outlook, Digital Citizenship, Student Connect 
(Q), Computer Literacy, and Career Exploration. In addition 
to the faster-paced Comp Apps curriculum, elements of other 
software will be explored and students will create projects 
that demonstrate proficiency in those programs as well.  
 
IBMYP TECHNOLOGY & DESIGN H 
Course Length:  1 Semester Grade Level: 9,10 
Credit per semester: 1.0 (This course meets the D11 tech / 
computer ed. requirement.) 
 
Prerequisite: Students must be enrolled in the MYP Honors 
program 
 
This course delivers hands-on, process-oriented instruction 
in computer applications and design projects. Using the 
“Design Cycle,” project work focuses on inquiring, developing 
ideas, taking action, and evaluating. The course also 
provides proficiency in computer applications including 
multimedia applications such as Photoshop and Final Cut.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VIDEO PRODUCTION 1,2  (Honors option available) 
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Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credits per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective)) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This introductory course is project-based and collaborative. 
The students demonstrate proficiency through a variety of 
hands-on productions that are shot on HD camcorders, 
uploaded and edited with Final Cut Pro—an industry-
standard video editing application—and finally exported into 
a usable format for the intended audience. Students learn 
and practice professional video production techniques, 
including preproduction, production, and post-production 
phases. Quality (of audio, lighting, shots, composition, 
effects, story, and editing) is stressed throughout the course. 
Students will also explore the ways video communicates with 
viewers and the methods by which it does so effectively. 
Media literacy, project planning, and creative production are 
equally balanced. This course is appropriate for students 
preparing for careers in communications and media 
production, as well as for those students who desire to create 
personal videos of professional quality. Introduction to Video 
articulates to Pikes Peak Community College (RTV 208) and 
is college-level in many respects. 
 
For Honors credit: The Introduction to Video (Honors) 
course is an extension of Video Production 1,2 (see above). 
It’s intended for highly motivated and capable students who 
are prepared to meet the challenge of additional projects and 
assignments. There will be a reflective writing component as 
well. 
 
ADVANCED VIDEO PRODUCTION 1,2 (Honors option 
available) 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Gr. Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Grade of B or better in Video Production 1,2 
and Instructor Approval 
Note: Students may not enroll for first semester only; this is a 
commitment for the entire year. 
 
This course builds on the skills developed by students in 
Video Production. It is a laboratory-workshop class of 
students who produce TerrorTV, Palmer’s videomagazine, 
which is broadcast to the school weekly, and on Channel 16, 
the D-11 cable channel.  The duties of the students include 
writing, videotaping, editing, and performing in segments that 
include news, skits, events and personalities connected to 
life at school. Students will be expected to produce both 
individually and in groups. This course is appropriate for 
students who are preparing for careers in communications 
and media production, as well for those who want to develop 
advanced communication and collaboration skills that are 
valuable in college as well as in the workplace. Available for 
honors credit. Advanced Video articulates to Pikes Peak 
Community College (RTV 218) and is college-level in many 
respects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BROADCAST VIDEO PRODUCTION 1,2 (Honors option 
available) 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 12 

Credit per semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Grade of B or better in Advanced Video 
Production and Instructor Approval 
This course builds on the skills developed by students in 
Advanced Video Production 1-2. Third-year students in the 
video program are the senior producers of TerrorTV. At this 
level, they must meet higher expectations for evaluating 
segments for inclusion in the show, demonstrate superior 
collaboration and leadership skills and a commitment to 
broadcast quality television production standards. Available 
for honors credit. Introduction to Video articulates to Pikes 
Peak Community College (MGD 164) and is college-level in 
many respects. 
 
MULTIMEDIA I 
Course Length: 1 Semester          Grade Level: 9 -12  
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective)  
Prerequisite: None 
  
Students will have an opportunity to earn industry certification 
in the Adobe Suite.  Most students will begin the certification 
in Photoshop, but students may elect to start in the Adobe 
program of choice. Also integrated will be digital citizenship, 
and other powerful multimedia programs throughout the 
semester to create music, videos, or images of their own 
design. Part of the course covers career skills and workforce 
readiness. This class provides a foundation for subsequent 
courses including Video Production, Digital Photography, 
Digital Audio & Music, or Multimedia II. 
 
MULTIMEDIA II 
Course Length: 1 Semester              Grade Level: 9 -12  
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective)  
Prerequisite: Multimedia I 
  
Students will expand the skills learned in Multimedia I. 
Students will continue to have opportunities to earn industry 
certification in more of the Adobe Suite. Students will use the 
software to develop real-world products that will encompass 
the applications learned.  Part of the course covers career 
skills and workforce readiness. The course continues to build 
a foundation for subsequent courses including Video 
Production, Digital Photography, or Digital Audio & Music. 
 
 
VIDEO GAME DESIGN I 
Course Length: 1 Semester Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Computer Applications or Instructor Approval 
  
Students will use non-programming problem-solving 
techniques to design, create, and test computer games using 
Game Maker Studio and Unity. The semester begins by 
learning how to use algorithms and heuristics to solve 
problems, these techniques will be essential to solving 
gaming problems. Students will learn how to use Photoshop 
and Illustrator to create custom gaming backgrounds, sprites, 
and animations. Final projects include a game designed and 
programmed by the students from scratch.  
 
 
VIDEO GAME DESIGN II 
Course Length: 1 Semester          Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective)  
Prerequisite: Video Game Design I, Computer Applications or 
Instructor Approval 
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Game Design II includes the design and creation of original 
games. Students will get a chance to continue working with 
Unity and image editing software, but will also have the 
chance to learn about 3D modelling and design, sound 
creation, and user interface design. The course introduces 
professional design techniques for the creation of engaging 
storylines with believable characters. The final project of the 
course is a student-produced game created as part of a 
group.  
 
GAME PROGRAMMING AND DESIGN 3  
Course Length: 1 Semester      Grade Level: 10-12  
Credits per Semester: 1 (Practical Arts or Elective)  
Prerequisite: Game Programming 1 or 2 or Java 
Programming Honors 1 or 2 or IB Computer Science 
  
This course focuses on the design of games in 2D and 3D 
environments using modeling tools and game engines that 
support scripting for 3D environments. Assets modeled in 3D 
space will be used in the creation of computer programs 
written by the students. This course extends the 
programming design skills introduced in Game Programming 
1,2 or Java Programming Honors or IB Computer Science. 
 
GAME PROGRAMMING AND DESIGN 4  
Course Length: 1 Semester         Grade Level: 10-12  
Prerequisite: Game Programming and Design 3  
Credits per Semester:  1 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
 
This course extends the topics and student learning from 
Game Programming and Design 3, going deeper in depth 
with the design and development of games in 2D and 3D 
environments. Assets modeled in 3D space will be used in 
the creation of computer programs written by the students. 
Game Programming 4 moves students toward completely 
independent creations of games and animations in 3D 
environments.  
 
JAVA PROGRAMMING 1 H 
Course Length: 1 Semester          Gr. Level: 11–12 
Credit per Semester: 1 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Instructor Approval 
 
Java is a multi-platform, widely-adopted higher-level 
computer programming language that is relatively easy to 
understand. The course focuses on software development, 
fundamentals of computer systems, and the relationship 
between computing systems and society. Students will be 
expected to acquire mastery of multiple aspects of Java. 
Students will learn the fundamentals of object-oriented 
programming. Mastery of a particular aspect (or mechanism) 
of computer science is defined as the ability to use that 
aspect appropriately for some non-trivial purpose that is well 
documented. Students will work to create programs from 
tutorials in class as well as planning a program of their own 
design.  
 
 
 
 
JAVA PROGRAMMING 2 H 
Course Length: 1 Semester          Gr. Level: 11–12 
Credit per Semester: 1 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of semester one 
  
Semester two is a continuation of the principles introduced in 
the first semester. Practical implementation of first semester 

curriculum will be a cornerstone of this course. By the end of 
the course students will take their design for a program and 
will develop that program. Students will focus on learning a 
software development cycle as well as project management 
techniques, and will work to create a software solution that 
can be shared with a wider audience. With extra studying 
outside of class, students will have the opportunity to take the 
Java certification exam. 
 
DIGITAL AUDIO AND MUSIC PRODUCTION I 
Course Length: 1 Semester          Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

In this course students will be introduced to the hardware and 
software tools needed to create high-quality digital 
recordings. Logic Pro is the production/editing software used. 
Students will learn the basics of digital audio interface, how 
to build/create a song, and then how to arrange, edit, and mix 
their projects. The course includes editing audio, recording & 
editing MIDI, beats, as well as adding filters and tempo 
changes. There will be elements of creating specific genres 
of music, producing Foley effects for video, as well as 
opportunity for students to create songs of their choice. 
Keyboards, microphones, and other equipment are available 
to the members of the class. This course is open to all 
students who want to be introduced to digital audio creation 
and recording technology. You do not have to be a musician 
or singer to enjoy and learn from this class.  
  
DIGITAL AUDIO AND MUSIC PRODUCTION II 
Course Length: 1 Semester          Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Digital Music and Audio Production I 
 

Students will continue using Logic Pro, be introduced to other 
digital audio software applications, and will learn more 
advanced concepts of audio. The class will also learn the 
fundamentals of digital electronics and arithmetic. The 
projects will require a more advanced understanding of Logic 
Pro. This will include recording and editing audio, recording 
via MIDI, programming and editing MIDI, programming beats, 
manipulating tempo and time, and automating the mix using 
control surfaces. Students will learn how to install, maintain, 
and troubleshoot hardware used in both recording and as 
sound effects. The hardware component will also introduce 
the student to the different types of computer equipment 
used in a recording studio. The students will also be 
introduced to basic electronics and acoustics in order to 
design a functional sound studio or isolation booth. 
Numerous keyboards, microphones, and other instruments 
are available to the students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STUDIO & LIVE AUDIO PRODUCTION III 
Course Length: 1 Semester          Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Digital Music and Audio Production I & II 
 

Students will move from a Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) into 
more career-oriented skills and experiences. Using DAW 
proficiencies achieved in earlier courses, students will explore 
available careers in audio technology and learn real-world studio 
operations. Students taking this course may be able to work in 
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apprenticeships with approved partners, growing in 
understanding of audio operations and adding to skills already 
achieved. New skills include setting up analog and digital audio 
for live events, stage productions as well as competencies 
associated with and studio recording. Studies include acoustics, 
audio-board interfaces & operations, microphone placement, 
monitor-speaker function and placement, wired and wireless 
audio systems, cabling, trouble-shooting and problem solving. 
Expectations include career research, practical studio 
experience, mentoring Digital Audio I & II students, creating a 
portfolio of work, and live audio management of school or other 
productions. Students’ projects will build their resumes and 
prepare them for post-secondary studies and/or workforce 
placement 

ENGLISH 
 
The following classes can be used to fulfill the 11 credits of 
elective credit required for graduation but will not meet the 
CCHE requirements for college admission: 

• Journalism 1,2 

• Yearbook 1-8 
 

Fundamentals classes are offered in each content area for 
special placements. 
 
 = DENOTES NCAA APPROVED COURSE 

 
IB MYP ENGLISH 1,2     
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

English 1/2 prepares students to engage in an array of classic 
and contemporary works in text, video, audio, and other 
multimedia formats. Students develop the skills and 
knowledge to become critical readers and writers by analyzing 
key ideas and details, craft, and structure. Students develop 
their writing skills by examining various text types, structures, 
and purposes and by crafting arguments, 
explanatory/informational texts, and narratives. Students learn 
to produce and distribute quality writing using technology. 
Students conduct research, participate in a range of 
collaborative discussions, and integrate multiple sources of 
information. This course advances students’ knowledge of the 
conventions of Standard English and strengthens vocabulary 
acquisition and use. 
 

IB MYP ENGLISH 1,2 HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

English Honors 1/2 prepares students to engage in an array 
of classic and contemporary works in text, video, audio, and 
other multimedia formats. Students develop the skills and 
knowledge to become critical readers and writers by 
analyzing key ideas and details, craft, and structure. At this 
level, reading selections of literature and literary nonfiction 
will be at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity 
band. Students develop their writing skills by examining 
various text types, structures, and purposes and by crafting 
arguments, explanatory/informational texts, and narratives. 
Students learn to produce and distribute quality writing using 
technology. Students conduct research, participate in a range 
of collaborative discussions, and integrate multiple sources of 
information. This course advances students’ knowledge of 
the conventions of Standard English and strengthens 
vocabulary acquisition and use.  Higher-level thinking skills of 
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation; group and individual oral 
activities; in- and out-of-class writing requiring detailed 
analysis; and reading of different genres from around the 
world help prepare students to succeed in Higher Level 
Language A or Advanced Placement coursework. 
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IB MYP ENGLISH 3,4      
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Recommended IB MYP English 1,2 
  
English 3/4 prepares students to engage in an increasingly 
complex array of classic and contemporary literature and 
informational texts. Students expand the skills and knowledge 
of English 1/2 to become critical readers and writers by 
analyzing key ideas and details, craft, and structure. Students 
develop their writing skills by examining text types and 
purposes and writing more sophisticated arguments, 
explanatory/informational texts, and narratives. Students use 
technology to produce and distribute quality writing. Students 
conduct research, participate in a range of collaborative 
discussions, and integrate multiple sources of information. 
This course advances students’ knowledge of the conventions 
of Standard English, strengthens vocabulary acquisition and 
use, and prepares students for real life communications. 
 

IB MYP ENGLISH 3,4 HONORS                                         
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English requirement or Elect.) 
Prerequisite:  IB MYP English 1, 2 w/teacher recommendation 
or IB MYP English 1,2 Honors  
  
English Honors 3/4 prepares students to engage in an 
increasingly complex array of classic and contemporary 
literature and informational texts. Students expand the skills 
and knowledge of English 1/2 to become critical readers and 
writers by analyzing key ideas and details, craft, and structure. 
At this level, reading selections of literature and literary 
nonfiction will be at the high end of the grades 10-11 text 
complexity band. Students develop their writing skills by 
examining text types and purposes and writing more 
sophisticated arguments, explanatory/informational texts, and 
narratives. Students use technology to produce and distribute 
quality writing. Students conduct research, participate in a 
range of collaborative discussions, and integrate multiple 
sources of information. This course advances students’ 
knowledge of the conventions of Standard English, 
strengthens vocabulary acquisition and use, and prepares 
students for real life communications. This course is for highly-
motivated, capable students willing to study a broad sampling 
of literary materials with emphasis on conceptual and critical 
skills in reading, writing, and discussion. The sequence is 
designed to provide both instruction in higher-level skills and 
the opportunity to take Higher Level Language A or Advanced 
Placement courses in the junior and senior years. Summer 
reading may be required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGLISH 5,6       

Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English requirement or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: Recommended IB MYP English 1-4 
  
English 5/6 prepares students to engage in an array of classic 
and contemporary works in text, video, audio, and other 
multimedia formats. Students develop skills and knowledge to 
become critical readers and writers by analyzing key ideas 
and details, craft, and structure. This course integrates 
literature and informational text. Students explore literary 
criticism with a focus on American literature. Students develop 
their writing skills by examining various text types, purposes, 
and rhetorical structures and by crafting arguments, 
explanatory/informational texts, and narratives. Students use 
technology to produce, publish, and share quality writing. 
Students conduct research projects, participate in a range of 
collaborative discussions, integrate multiple sources of 
information, and develop style and voice. This course 
advances students’ knowledge of the conventions of Standard 
English, strengthens vocabulary acquisition and use, and 
prepares students for real life communications.  
 
LANGUAGE/COMP 1,2 ADVANCED PLACEMENT  
Summer Readings Required 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English requirement or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP English 1-4 and Teacher 
Recommendation 
 
The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to 
an introductory college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum, 
which requires students to develop evidence-based analytic 
and argumentative essays that proceed through several 
stages or drafts. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite 
research to support their arguments. Throughout the course, 
students develop a personal style by making appropriate 
grammatical choices. Additionally, students read and analyze 
the rhetorical elements and their effects in non-fiction texts, 
including graphic images as forms of text, from many 
disciplines and historical periods. 
  
ENGLISH 7 - COMPOSITION     
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English, Humanities, or Elect.) 
Prerequisite:  Recommended IB MYP English 1-6 
 
English 7/8 prepares students to engage in an array of 
classic and contemporary works in text, video, audio, and 
other multimedia formats. Students develop skills and 
knowledge to become critical readers and writers by 
analyzing key ideas and details, craft, and structure. This 
course integrates literature and informational text focusing on 
exploration of issues relevant to students’ lives as adults and 
productive citizens. Students examine text types and 
purposes by reading and writing arguments, 
explanatory/informational texts, and narratives. Students use 
technology to produce, publish, and share quality writing 
products. Students conduct a research-based capstone 
project. They also participate in a range of collaborative 
discussions integrating multiple sources of information. 
Students apply knowledge of the conventions of Standard 
English and strengthen vocabulary acquisition and use. 
These skills prepare students for real life communications in 
college and in 21st century careers. The course is required 
for all graduates not taking AP or IB English.  
 
ENGLISH 8 - LITERATURE    
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Course Length:  1 semester 
Credit per Semester:  1.0 (English requirement or Elect.) 
Prerequisite:   Recommended IB MYP English 1-6 

 
English 7/8 prepares students to engage in an array of 
classic and contemporary works in text, video, audio, and 
other multimedia formats. Students develop skills and 
knowledge to become critical readers and writers by 
analyzing key ideas and details, craft, and structure. This 
course integrates literature and informational text focusing on 
exploration of issues relevant to students’ lives as adults and 
productive citizens. Students examine text types and 
purposes by reading and writing arguments, 
explanatory/informational texts, and narratives. Students use 
technology to produce, publish, and share quality writing 
products. Students conduct a research-based capstone 
project. They also participate in a range of collaborative 
discussions integrating multiple sources of information. 
Students apply knowledge of the conventions of Standard 
English and strengthen vocabulary acquisition and use. 
These skills prepare students for real life communications in 
college and in 21st century careers. The course is required 
for all graduates not taking AP or IB English.  
 
ENGLISH 7,8 ADVANCED PLACEMENT    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English, Human, or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP English 1-4, English 5,6 or Lang/Comp 
1,2 AP and Teacher Recommendation 
 
The AP English Literature and Composition course aligns to 
an introductory college-level literary analysis course. The 
course engages students in the close reading and critical 
analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their 
understanding of the ways writers use language to provide 
both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider 
a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of 
figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Writing 
assignments include expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays that require students to analyze and 
interpret literary works. Depending upon the scores achieved 
on the national test in May, a student may receive college 
credit and/or college placement. Summer reading is required. 
 
IB LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 5, 6, 7, 8 (ENGLISH) HL  
Course Length: 4 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English requirement) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP English 1,2,3,4 Honors 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required  
  
Part of the International Baccalaureate Program, this 
intensive, four-semester study of world literature in 
translation focuses primarily on the development of solid 
analytic skills as demonstrated in essays of literary criticism 
and in various oral presentations. Students encounter 
literature from many diverse regions and cultures, including 
Latin America, Africa, Asia, and North America. A certain 
number of written and oral assignments throughout the two-
year course are externally evaluated by the IB Examination 
Office to ensure that students meet the assessment criteria 
mandated by the Program. Expectations concerning 
workload are generally equivalent to Honors and AP English 
courses. 
 
JOURNALISM 1,2  
This course does not qualify for NCAA initial-eligibility cert. 

Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This is an introductory course to the fundamentals of 
journalism. Course content includes basic news writing, 
features, editorials, straight news, newspaper layout, copy 
reading, some photojournalism, and techniques of 
production. The course is a prerequisite for working on the 
staff of the school newspaper. Class members will be given 
the opportunity to report for the school newspaper. 
 
JOURNALISM 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8  
These courses do not qualify for NCAA initial-eligibility cert. 

Course Length: Up to 6 Semesters Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Journalism 1, 2; Application Required 
 
The newspaper course is a laboratory-workshop class of 
students responsible for the publication of the school 
newspaper. Each staff member assumes and/or delegates 
responsibility for the following: reporting and writing assigned 
stories, planning and editing sections, planning page layouts 
and content, assigning and taking pictures, and copy-
proofreading stories. These responsibilities are determined 
by the staff member's position. 
 
YEARBOOK 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8  
These courses do not qualify for NCAA initial-eligibility certification. 

Course Length: Up to 8 Semesters Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation/ 
  
The yearbook staff produces the school yearbook which 
entails planning pages, drawing layouts, gathering 
information, writing copy, and composing pages for the 
sections of the book with the guidance of the instructor.  
Ordering, cropping, placing photographs, and selling ads are 
the duties of editors and staff. Experienced dependable 
photographers are needed. Applicants for the editorial staff 
should be able to write effectively, to do neat work, and to 
meet deadlines. Interested students must get an application 
from instructor.  
 
FORENSICS 1 (Speech & Debate) 
Course Length: 2 semesters  Gr Level:  9-12  
Credit Per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None for 1 semester; Instructor's Approval 2 
through 8 
 

Forensics offers the opportunity to develop competitive 
speech skills in the areas of debate, oral interpretation, 
extemporaneous speaking, original oratory, and duet acting. 
Students may attend tournaments or may participate in 
community speaking projects to develop poise and self-
confidence in the academic skills of public speaking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AVID 91, 92, 101, 102, 111, 112, 121, 122 
Course Length: 2 Semesters      Grade Level: 9-12 



31 

Credit Per Semester: 1.0 (PWR or Elective) 
Pre-requisite: Required grade point average 
 
AVID is an academic elective class that students commit to 
for 3-4 years. Students must have a 2.0-3.5 G.P.A. to be 
eligible to apply for application into the program. AVID is a 
researched-based program that provides curriculum support 
for all academic areas using the high school AVID libraries. 
Students must be capable of completing a college 
preparatory path including some honors and AP classes. The 
AVID class will focus on pedagogy in writing, inquiry and 
collaboration. Reading strategies are taught to help students 
improve both reading and writing skills that will improve 
learning around state and district standards. The WICR 
process (writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading) is 
continued and required. 
 
IB THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE 1,2 
Course Length: 3 Quarters  Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Total 1.5 -- 1.0 first semester; 
.5 third quarter)(Humanities or Elective) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required 
  
This course is obligatory for every candidate for the Diploma 
because it is a key element in the educational philosophy of 
the IB Program.  Its purpose is to stimulate critical reflection 
upon knowledge and the experience of students both in and 
outside the classroom. The course is thus "philosophical" in 
the sense that it is meant to encourage students to acquire a 
critical awareness of what they and others know through 
analyzing concepts and arguments as well as the basis of 
value judgments which all human beings have to make. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
Course Length: Up to 8 Semesters Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English requirement) 
Prerequisite:  Student has major difficulty in 
comprehension of English and school placement 
 
Designed for a speaker of English as a second language, this 
individualized course is tailored to the student's needs. 
Emphasis is on basic skills. 
 
ESL READING 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
Course Length: Up to 8 Semesters Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None for 1 semester; Instructor's Approval 2 
through 8 

  
This course is designed to give students individualized help 
with basic reading skills. Students will work to improve in 
areas of vocabulary, reading comprehension and study skills. 

 
EXPRESSIVE ENGLISH 1, 2  
Course Length: 1 or 2 Semesters Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (English, Humanities, or Elective) 
Prerequisite: PHLOTE identified 

 
Expressive English is a course to help students from bilingual 
backgrounds develop their reading, writing, speaking, and 
study skills.  Enrollment is for identified PHLOTE students 
only.  For information, see your counselor.   
 

 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 

The one Practical Arts/CareerReadiness credit required by 
District 11 for graduation may be fulfilled by any of the 
classes in the Family & Consumer Science department. 
However, only the following courses can be used to fulfill the 
Higher Education Admission Requirements for 2 units of 
Academic Electives (2 years/4 semesters): 

• Early Childhood Professions 1,2  H 

• Introduction to Teaching thru Teacher Cadet 1,2 H 

• Food Science and Nutrition I, II 

• Pro-Start 1,2,3,4 
Fundamentals classes are offered in each content area for 
special placements. 
 

CULINARY NUTRITION  
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

The purpose of this course is to develop lifelong, healthy 
individuals with an understanding of healthy and nutritious 
preparation techniques utilizing various resources and skills.  
Emphasis is placed on implementing healthy nutritional 
choices, preparing nutrient-dense seasonal foods, sports 
nutrition, exploring careers related to culinary nutrition, and 
practicing wise consumer decisions.  FCCLA (Family, Career 
& Community Leaders of America) is incorporated into class 
for student leadership. 
 

CHILD AND ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT  
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

To strengthen the well-being of children and families this 
course’s focus is on teen parenting, pregnancy and parenting 
simulations, stages of prenatal and child development, as 
well as challenges to development. FCCLA (Family, Career & 
Community Leaders of America) is incorporated into class for 
student leadership. 
 

LIFE MANAGEMENT  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

This course focuses on personal and family resources (goals, 
decision making, time management, community resources, 
and technology), job and career, how to manage personal 
and family finances, consumer skills, housing and 
roommates, and wellness practices. FCCLA (Family, Career 
& Community Leaders of America) is incorporated into class 
for student leadership. 
 

CULINARY ARTS 
Course Length:  1 Year  Grades:  10-12 
Credit per Semester:  1.0 (Practical Arts or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Culinary Nutrition or by FCS teacher prior 
approval 
 
Culinary Arts incorporates a student-run restaurant focusing 
on operation, food preparation, customer service, front/back 
of the house experiences, food safety, and management.  
FCCLA (Family, Career & Community Leaders of America) is 
incorporated into class for student leadership. 

MATHEMATICS 
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Fundamentals classes are offered in each content area for 
special placements. 
 
 = DENOTES NCAA APPROVED COURSE 

 
 

CONSUMER MATH 1,2     
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
 
This course is designed to meet the needs of a young adult 
in the realm of consumer mathematics. Major topics include 
budgeting, housing, banking, income tax, insurance, credit, 
and investments. The course is divided into two non-
sequential semesters, so students may take either one or 
both. This course will not satisfy college entrance 
requirements (CCHE). Calculators are recommended for this 
course. 
 
IB MYP ALGEBRA 1,2     
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 9 
Credit per Semester 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
 
MYP Algebra 1,2 will prepare students for success in college, 
in their careers, and daily lives in the 21st century by 
developing their ability to explore and solve real-world math 
problems, think critically, work cooperatively, and 
communicate ideas clearly. 
 
IB MYP INTERMEDIATE. ALG-GEOM 1,2 HONORS   
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level:  9 
Credit per Semester:  1.0 (Math requirement) 
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
 
Students study the concepts of a mathematical system. A 
parallel is drawn between the components of a numerical 
system, an algebraic system involving sets or logic symbols, 
and a geometric system. 
 
IB MYP ADV. ALGEBRA-GEOMETRY 1,2 H  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10, 11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IBMYP Geometry 
 
This two-semester honors course is intended to prepare 
students to enter IB Mathematics Higher Level, IB 
Mathematical Studies Standard Level, or IB Math Methods 
Standard Level, and Pre-Calculus.  Topics discussed include 
measurement and descriptive statistics, variations, linear and 
quadratic equations, and polynomials of higher degree, 
exponential and logarithmic functions, series and sequences, 
introduction to trigonometry, functions and inverse functions, 
and transformations. This course places particular emphasis 
on strengthening the students' algebra and graphing skills 
and requires significant application of the topics discussed. 
Graphing calculators are required for this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTEGRATED MATH 1,2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 

Prerequisite:   Algebra 1-2 and teacher/counselor 
recommendations required. 
 
This course is intended as a “bridge course” for students who 
have passed first-year algebra and who need additional 
algebraic preparation before enrolling in second-year 
algebra. This course reviews and extends students’ prior 
learning in topics that include: linear and quadratic functions, 
equations, inequalities and systems to develop basic 
concepts of higher-order polynomials; exponential functions 
and equations to develop math models; radicals and rational 
exponents to develop broader concepts of algebraic 
equivalences, functions and equations; proportional 
reasoning to develop geometric concepts of congruence, 
similarity and right-triangle trigonometric ratios; circle 
geometry and the Pythagorean Theorem to develop the 
equation of a circle and basic concepts of trigonometric 
functions; reasoning with probability and statistics to develop 
making and justifying data-based references. In this course, 
particular emphasis will be placed on further developing 
students’ skills in reading, interpreting and solving math 
problems given in rich contexts; deepening students’ 
understanding of connections between algebraic and 
graphical representations of functions and developing 
students understanding of connections between algebraic 
and geometric representations. 
 
ALGEBRA 3,4  
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Geometry 3,4 or Equivalent 
 
Algebra 3,4 is based on the Colorado Academic Standards 
for Mathematical Content and Practices and is aligned with 
the expectations of the SAT college readiness assessment. 
Students’ success in this course depends greatly on their 
mastery of Algebra 1, 2. Topics in this course include the 
algebraic, numeric and graphical study of functions and 
systems of functions (polynomial, rational, radical, 
exponential, logarithmic and trigonometric), transformations 
of functions, multi-step contextual problem solving and 
modeling with functions, trigonometric values in the unit 
circle, complex numbers, probability of compound events 
(independence and conditional probability), and statistical 
analysis and decision-making including use of the normal 
distribution. Graphing technology is required for this course. 
 
FUNCTIONS/STATISTICS/TRIGONOMETRY 1,2  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Integrated Alg/Geo 5,6 Algebra 3, 4 
 
Objectives of this course are to review and reinforce 
algebraic concepts and to extend these concepts by an in-
depth study of functions. Trigonometry is covered both from 
the functional concept and from the practical viewpoint. The 
student is introduced to circular functions, identities, graphs 
of circular functions, inverse functions, solutions of triangles 
including the laws of sines and cosines, and conic sections. 
Graphing calculators are strongly recommended for this 
course.  
 
 
PRE-CALCULUS 1,2 HONORS     
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
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Prerequisite: IB MYP Advanced Algebra 3,4H or equivalent 
and Teacher Rec. 
 
The student who is planning to take AP Calculus should take 
this course. This course offers an analytical and cohesive 
study of concepts introduced in previous courses and 
introduces new topics such as functions, vectors, analytic 
geometry, and probability. Theory and rigor are stressed. A 
special project may be required.  Graphing calculators are 
required for this course. 
 
CALCULUS AB 1,2 ADVANCED PLACEMENT   
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 1,2 H or Math Analysis/Trig. and 
Teacher Recommendation  
 
This course consists of college-level mathematics. The 
prescribed AB syllabus produced by the College Entrance 
Examination Board for the Advanced Placement Program in 
Mathematics is followed. The student is expected to take the 
advanced placement examination in May. 
Advanced placement and/or college credit may be awarded 
for successful performance on this examination. Graphing 
calculators are required for this course. 
 
STATISTICS 1,2 ADVANCED PLACEMENT   
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Functions/Trigonometry or Math 
Analysis/Trigonometry, or Pre-calculus 1,2 H and Teacher 
Recommendation  
 
The purpose of the Statistics, AP course is to introduce 
students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are 
exposed to four broad conceptual themes: exploring data: 
observing patterns and departures from patterns; planning a 
study: deciding what and how to measure; anticipating 
patterns: producing models using probability theory and 
simulation; statistical inference: confirming models. Students 
who successfully complete the course and examination may 
receive credit, advanced placement, or both for an 
introductory college statistics course. This course will be 
offered as a two-semester course. This course will be 
valuable to those students who plan to attend college 
regardless of their major. Most college majors such as social 
science, education engineering, health science, 
mathematics, business and actuarial science typically require 
statistics. Students with the appropriate mathematical 
background ability to communicate ideas in writing, and 
interest are encouraged to take Statistics AP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IB MATHEMATICS 5, 6 MATH ANALYSIS AND 
APPROACHES HIGHER LEVEL  
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math or Elective) 

IB MYP Advanced Algebra 3,4 Honors and Teacher 
Recommendation required. 
 
The number and algebra HL looks at: permutations and 
combinations, partial fractions, complex numbers, proof by 
induction, contradiction and counter-example, and solution of 
systems of linear equations.  The functions HL looks at: the 
factor and remainder theorems, sums and products of roots 
of polynomials, rational functions, odd and even functions, 
self-inverse functions, solving function inequalities and the 
modulus function.  The geometry and trigonometry HL looks 
at: reciprocal trigonometric ratios, inverse trigonometric 
functions, compound angle identities, double angle identity 
for tangent, symmetry properties of trigonometric graphs, 
vector theory, applications with lines and planes, and vector 
algebra.  The statistics and probability HL looks at: Bayes 
theorem, probability distributions, probability density 
functions, expectation algebra.  The calculus HL looks at: 
introduction to continuity and differentiability, convergence 
and divergence, differentiation from first principles, limits and 
L’Hopital’s rule, implicit differentiation, derivatives of inverse 
and reciprocal trigonometric functions, integration by 
substitution and parts, volumes of revolution, solution of first 
order differential equations using Euler’s method, by 
separating variables and using the integrating factor, 
Maclaurin series. 
  
IB MATHEMATICS 7, 8 HIGHER LEVEL  
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math or Elective) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required, IB MYP 
Algebra 3,4 Honors and Teacher Recommendation 
 
Higher Level Mathematics is intended for students who have 
a strong background and ability in mathematics. Those 
students intending to study mathematics, physics, 
engineering or technology at the college or university level 
should take this course. Those intending to study chemistry, 
economics or business should consider it, also. Students will 
study topics from number theory through probability and 
calculus. One optional topic will be chosen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IB MATHEMATICS  5, 6 MATH ANALYSIS AND 
APPROACHES STANDARD LEVEL   
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Equivalent) 
IB MYP Algebra 3,4 Honors and teacher recommendation 
required 
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The number and algebra SL looks at: scientific notation, 
arithmetic and geometric sequences and series and their 
applications including financial applications, laws of 
logarithms and exponentials, solving exponential equations, 
simple proof, approximations and errors, and the binomial 
theorem.  The functions SL looks at: equations of straight 
lines, concepts and properties of functions and their graphs, 
including composite, inverse, the identity, rational, 
exponential, logarithmic and quadratic functions. Solving 
equations both analytically and graphically, and 
transformation of graphs.  The geometry and trigonometry SL 
looks at: volume and surface area of 3d solids, right-angled 
and non-right-angled trigonometry including bearings and 
angles of elevation and depression, radian measure, the unit 
circle and Pythagorean identity, double angle identities for 
sine and cosine, composite trigonometric functions, solving 
trigonometric equations.  The statistics and probability SL 
looks at: collecting data and using sampling techniques, 
presenting data in graphical form, measures of central 
tendency and spread, correlation, regression, calculating 
probabilities, probability diagrams, the normal distribution 
with standardization of variables, and the binomial 
distribution.  The calculus SL looks at: informal ideas of limits 
and convergence, differentiation including analysing 
graphical behaviour of functions, finding equations of normals 
and tangents, optimisation, kinematics involving 
displacement, velocity, acceleration and total distance 
travelled, the chain, product and quotient rules, definite and 
indefinite integration. 
 
IB MATHEMATICAL METHODS 7,8 SL   
Course Length: 4 Semesters Grade Level: 11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Equivalent) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required, IB MYP 
Algebra 3,4 Honors and teacher recommendation 
 
This is a two-year course. It is intended for students with 
reasonable math ability whose interests do not lie primarily in 
mathematics but in fields where math is a necessary tool to 
some extent. This course is intended to provide a sound 
mathematical basis for students with interests in areas such 
as psychology, chemistry, economics, biology, or business 
administration. This is a course for students with good 
mastery of basic mathematical skills but whose interests are 
such that they prefer to do higher level studies in areas other 
than math. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IB MATHEMATICS STUDIES 5,6 STANDARD LEVEL    
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Math requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  IBMYP Algebra 3,4 Honors and Teacher 
Recommendation 
 

Mathematical Studies will be an offering designed to provide 
students, having varied backgrounds and abilities, with a 
realistic course which will provide skills to cope with the 
demands that a technological society places upon the non-
specialist. The course will aim to demonstrate certain 
fundamental features of mathematics; for example, the use of 
math as the language of analysis and abstraction, problem 
solving, and rigor in thinking. Therefore, exposure to 
mathematical applications will be a primary focus of the 
course. Topics will fall into broad categories such as 
translation or expression of problems into mathematical form, 
the modeling power of mathematics, and data representation 
and analysis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSIC/PERFORMING ARTS 
 
Band:    Mr. Crockett 328-5028 
Choir:  Mr. Peckham 328-5136 
Orchestra:   Mrs. Hessel 328-5027 
 

Students who enroll in Band and Orchestra are required to 
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enroll for the entire year.  This enables instruction to progress 
throughout the year without having to spend time reviewing 
at the beginning of each semester. 
 

VARSITY MARCHING BAND 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: (9) 10 - 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Prior band experience and Director’s approval 
 
Varsity Marching Band is the competitive marching band at 
Palmer. This select group competes in CBA marching 
competitions around the state and at the Director’s discretion, 
also competes in out-of-state festivals and competitions. The 
Varsity marching band performs at half-time for home football 
games as well as various parades and community functions. 
Due to performance demands and requirements, Varsity 
Marching Band rehearsals, band camps (both locally and out 
of town, usually on a college or university campus) and 
practices begin up to two weeks prior to the opening of 
school. These practices and rehearsals are mandatory and 
part of the VMB regular schedule. Members are required to 
attend all rehearsal and practices that are scheduled after 
school, on ‘teacher work days’, and on some Saturdays. The 
Color Guard is a part of Varsity Band and has the same 
requirements listed above plus additional Guard practices 
and clinics. All rehearsals, practices, sectionals, and 
performances are part of the student’s grade. Varsity 
Marching Band may be taken for Honors Credit (5.0). 
 
JR. VARSITY MARCHING BAND 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 9 - 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: 1 year prior band experience 
 
Jr. Varsity Marching Band is part of the marching band at 
Palmer and is non-competitive. This band, made up of the 
Symphonic and Concert bands, along with the Varsity 
Marching Band performs at half-time for home football games 
as well as various parades and community functions. Due to 
performance demands and requirements, Jr. Varsity 
Marching Band rehearsals, band camps (usually held at 
Palmer late July) and practices begin up to two weeks prior 
to the opening of school. These practices and rehearsals are 
mandatory and part of the JVMB regular schedule. Members 
are required to attend all rehearsal and practices that are 
scheduled after school, on ‘teacher work days’, and on some 
Saturdays. The JV Color Guard is a part of Jr. Varsity Band 
and has the same requirements listed above plus additional 
Guard practices and clinics. All rehearsals, practices, 
sectionals, and performances are part of the student’s grade. 
J.V. Band MAY NOT be taken for honors credit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WIND ENSEMBLE 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: (9)10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Membership in Varsity Band, Director’s 
approval, and a successful audition 
 
Wind Ensemble is a select ensemble of 35 - 52 members 
selected from the Varsity Band. Wind Ensemble is the 

concert group of the Varsity Band. Membership is by audition 
only and is open to those members of Varsity Band who 
demonstrate the highest level of technical skill, musicianship, 
and dedication. Wind Ensemble is a very demanding 
performance oriented ensemble that meets semesters I & II. 
Membership in this group is subject to the Directors approval 
and any member will be removed if the Director deems their 
requisite skills and their apparent dedication as substandard 
at any time. Participation in concerts during the regular 
school day, evenings, at community events, as well as Large 
Group Festival are part of the requirements and are a part 
the students grade. Wind Ensemble may be taken for Honors 
Credit (5.0). 
 
VARSITY COLOR GUARD 
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade Level: 9 - 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Director’s and/or Guard Instructor’s approval 
 
The Color Guard is a part of Varsity Marching Band and has 
the same requirements as listed above for the Varsity 
Marching Band plus their own additional practices and 
clinics. All rehearsals, practices, and performances are part 
of the student’s grade. Color Guard may be taken for Honors 
Credit (5.0). 
 
WINTER GUARD 
Course Length: 1 Semester (Sem. II) Grade Level: 9 - 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Director’s and/or Guard Instructor’s approval 
 
Winter Guard is the semester II continuation of Color Guard 
and may perform with the pep bands at various games, 
events, and parades. After the competitive marching season 
ends (usually in early November) Winter Guard begins and 
continues to the end of second semester. Competitive in 
nature, Winter Guard will compete on the local and state 
levels throughout the season. Winter Guard provides an 
opportunity for members of the Color Guard to improve their 
skills and for new members to develop skills for the next 
Varsity Marching Band season. Participation in all practices, 
clinics, competitions, and performances (pep band) is 
required and is part of the student’s grade. Additional fees 
and cost are part of Winter Guard. Winter Guard may be 
taken for Honors Credit (5.0) 
 
PERCUSSION 1,2 (Winter Drum Line) 
Course Length: 1 Semester (Sem. II) Grade Level: 9 - 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: One year of successful band experience and 
Director’s approval. Audition may be required 
 
This class is geared towards competitive Winter Drum line 
and is a continuation of the Varsity Marching Band’s Battery 
and Front Ensemble (Pit) for Semester II. Participation in all 
rehearsals during the regular school day, after school, and 
performance/competitions is required and is part of the 
student’s grade. 
 
JAZZ ENSEMBLE 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10 - 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Two years of successful band experience and 
Director’s approval. Audition may be required. 
 
Jazz Band is a performance oriented ensemble (up to 21 
members maximum) that is geared to introducing aspiring 
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musicians to the jazz idiom and to improving technical skill. 
Members are auditioned from Varsity and Jr. Varsity Bands 
(with the possible exception of the pianist or guitarist). 
Director’s approval is required for admittance to this group. 
Currently (2014-2015 SY), due to scheduling limitations, Jazz 
Ensemble meets 8th period (or “zero” hour) after school from 
3:15 PM – 4:45 PM. If the 8th hour or after school schedule 
does not work well, the Jazz Band will then meet before 
school in the mornings, 6:15 – 7:20. 
Participation in concerts during the regular school day, 
evenings, at community events, as well as schedule Jazz 
Festivals is part of the class requirements and is a part of the 
student’s grade. 
 
SYMPHONIC BAND 
Course Length: 2 Semesters (Sem. I & II) Gr Level: 10 - 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Director’s approval 
 
This band is designed to help prepare students with skills 
necessary to participate in Wind Ensemble and Varsity Band. 
Literature is geared to the members' abilities with emphasis 
being placed on improvement of tone quality, reading skills, 
musicianship, and the technical proficiency required for more 
advanced literature and performance. Symphonic Band is 
also part of the JV marching/pep band and performs at pep 
assemblies, half time at home football games, parades and 
community events. This band may participate in music 
festivals and contests at the discretion of the director and 
performs for school and community events throughout the 
school year. Attendance at scheduled performances, 
sectionals, and additional rehearsals is required and is part of 
the student's grade. Symphonic band MAY NOT be taken for 
honors credit. 
 
CONCERT BAND 
Course Length: 2 Semesters (Sem. I & II) Grade Level: 9 - 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: A Level II band class and requires Director’s 
approval 
 
This is a Level II high school instrumental music class. Some 
playing experience is necessary to enroll in this class. This 
band is a training group to prepare students with skills 
necessary to participate in a Level III (Symphonic) band 
class. Literature is geared to the member's abilities with 
emphasis being placed on improvement of tone quality, 
reading skills, musicianship, and technical proficiency. 
Concert Band is also part of the JV marching/pep band and 
performs at pep assemblies, half time at home football 
games, parades and community events. This band may 
participate in music festivals and contests at the discretion of 
the director and performs for school and community events 
throughout the school year. Attendance at scheduled 
performances, sectionals, and additional rehearsals is 
required and is part of the student's grade. Concert Band 
MAY NOT be taken for honors credit. 
 
CONCERT STRINGS 1,2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Instructor Approval 
 
Concert Strings is an introductory class to secondary 
instrumental strings and ensemble performance. This is a 
training group to prepare students to participate in upper-
level performance classes. Emphasis is placed on 

developing technique, music reading skills and basic 
ensemble playing. Attendance at scheduled performances is 
required and is considered part of the student’s grade. 
 
SYMPHONIC STRINGS 1,2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: At least two years prior experience on selected 
instrument and instructor approval. 
 
Symphonic Strings is an intermediate performance class that 
builds on skills students have acquired in previous 
instrumental study. Emphasis is placed on developing skills 
specific to each instrument while contributing meaningfully to 
an ensemble. Literature is geared to the members’ abilities 
with emphasis being placed on improvement of tone quality, 
reading skills and technical proficiency. This ensemble may 
participate at music festivals/contests at the discretion of the 
director. Attendance at scheduled performances is required 
and is considered part of the student’s grade. 
 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 1,2   (Advanced Level) 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Level 3 high school instrumental music class or 
Instructor's approval through audition 
 
Chamber Orchestra aims to develop an understanding and 
appreciation of various musical styles and genres through 
performance. Emphasis is placed on the improvement of 
ensemble playing. Members of this ensemble are selected to 
perform for school and community events throughout the 
year. This ensemble participates in various music 
festivals/contests. Students selected for Chamber Orchestra 
demonstrate an above-average understanding of their 
instrument and display a high level of musical sophistication 
through their performance. Attendance at scheduled 
performances is required and is considered part of the 
student’s grade. 
 
MEN’S CHOIR 1,2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Student Audition and Interview by the Instructor. 

 

This is a Level III high school vocal music class. Students 
must audition to be enrolled in this class. This choir is open 
to tenors, baritones, and basses with or without previous 
choral experience. This choir performs in school and 
community concerts during the school year. This choir 
provides an opportunity for the student to develop vocal skills 
and musical knowledge as well as perform literature written 
for tenor, baritone, and bass voices. Attendance at scheduled 
performances is required and is considered part of the 
student’s grade. 
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WOMEN’S CHOIR 1,2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Student Audition and Interview by the Instructor. 

 
Course Description:  This is a Level III high school vocal 
music class. This choir is open to sopranos and altos with 
previous vocal experience. This choir performs in school and 
community concerts during the school year. This choir may 
also perform at one festival during the school year. This choir 
provides an opportunity for students to develop vocal skills 
and musical knowledge, as well as perform literature written 
for soprano and alto voices. Attendance at scheduled 
performances is required and is considered part of the 
student's grade 
 
JAZZ CHOIR 1,2    (Advanced Choir) 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) or .5 per quarter 
Prerequisite: Audition and recommendation from former music 

teacher.   
 
Jazz Choir is an advanced choir made up of highly motivated 
young singers.  Singers must be able to sing solos and 
intricate harmony.  Much of the music sung is in three to six 
parts.  Jazz styles will be emphasized.  Attendance at 
scheduled performances is required and is considered part of 
the student's grade 
 
CHAMBER SINGERS 1,2 (Highest Level Choir) 
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) or .5 per quarter 
Prerequisite: Student Audition and Interview by the Instructor 

 

The Palmer High School Chamber Singers sing choral works 
from all genres.  Dedication and commitment are required to 
be selected to sing in this choir.  Strong choral and reading 
skills are highly recommended. Attendance at scheduled 
performances is required and is considered part of the 
student's grade 
  
MUSIC THEORY 1,2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12  
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective)  
Prerequisite: Permission from Instructor  
 
This course is designed to develop and strengthen skills in 
music fundamentals, ear training, elementary harmony, and 
composition. These skills will be developed through reading, 
writing, and singing music with some elementary keyboard 
experience. Study of the various styles and forms will lead to 
an awareness and appreciation of music history from 
antiquity to the 21st century.  
 
ACTING TECHNIQUES 1 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Instructor Approval 
 
Acting Techniques I covers advanced methods of acting; 
styles, improvisation, stage movement, dialects, play and 
character analysis, monologue and scene performance. 
 

ACTING TECHNIQUES 2 
Course Length: 1 semester                       Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Acting Techniques I or Teacher Approval 
 
This class is a continued study of the advanced methods of 
acting; styles, improvisation, stage movement, dialects, play 
and character analysis, and one-act play production and 
performance.  
 
ACTING TECHNIQUES 3 
Course Length: 1 semester                       Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Acting 2 or Teacher Approval 
 
Acting Technique covers advanced methods of acting: styles, 
improvisation, stage movement, dialects, play and character 
analysis, and scene performance. 
 
ACTING TECHNIQUES 4 
Course Length: 1 semester                       Gr. Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Acting 3 or Teacher Approval 
 
Acting Technique covers advanced methods of acting: styles, 
improvisation, stage movement, dialects, play and character 
analysis, and scene performance. 
 
STAGECRAFT I 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Teacher Approval 

 
This is primarily a hands-on lab course in backstage work. 
Students will learn basic tools and facilities. They will be 
involved in maintaining the stage and working on theatrical 
productions. Areas covered will be scenery construction, 
lighting, make-up, costuming, and general stage operation. 
 
STAGECRAFT II 
Course Length: 1 semester                      Gr. Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Stagecraft I or Teacher Approval 
 
This is an advanced hands-on lab course in backstage work. 
Students will be involved in maintaining the stage and 
working on main stage theatrical productions. Areas covered 
will be scenery construction, lighting, make-up, costuming, 
and general stage operation. 
 
IBMYP THEATRE ARTS 1 HONORS 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9,10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0  (Elective) 
Prerequisite: Current enrollment in IB Middle Years Program 

 
IBMYP Theatre Arts provides students with opportunities to 
develop their interests in all aspects of theatrical art and 
performance. This course introduces students to theatre 
history, technical work, performance skills, and the elements 
of stage production. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND 
HEALTH 
 

The graduation requirement for Physical Education is three 
(3.0) credits in grades 9-12.    
The graduation requirement for Health is one credit.  It is 
recommended that all students take health during the 
sophomore year. 
 

A gym uniform is required for all activity classes. Acceptable 
uniforms include gym shorts, t-shirt, sweats, socks, tennis 
shoes. The Physical education uniform must be different from 
clothes worn that day to school. In swimming classes, boy’s 
swim suits must have a liner and a drawstring.  Girls are 
encouraged to wear one-piece suits designed for lap 
swimming. Swim caps are required for all students with long 
hair (teacher discretion). In all activity classes, it is the 
student’s responsibility to supply a lock and keep personal 
items secured. 
 

IB MYP HEALTH (Honors available) 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per semester: 1.0 (Health or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

This course will influence attitudes toward health which will 
promote respect for the human mind and body and the 
factors which foster optimum healthful living.  Good health 
shall be identified as mental, social, and physical well-being 
and not merely the absence of disease and infirmity. 
Emphasis will be placed on developing self-esteem and 
positive interpersonal relationships.  The students will be 
encouraged to explore the emerging health information and 
develop the ability to weigh the validity of such information for 
application to their existing health status. 
 

FITNESS AND CONDITIONING FOR ATHLETES 
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade Level: 10-12  
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Physical Education or Elective)  
Prerequisite: Completed 1 semester of IBMYP PE 
 

This course is designed for the highly motivated athlete to 
increase athletic performance through ground based, multiple 
joint activities. Progressive overload and periodization 
principles are the basis of the weights and conditioning 
program, while focusing on explosive strength training 
exercises. All athletes will be taught and require to use safe 
and proper form for each lifting exercise. This class is open 
to varsity athletes and must have the recommendation of the 
varsity coach of each sport. Sport specific programs will be 
designed for the individuals and consideration will be taken 
for both in season appropriate maintenance training and out 
of season building and intensity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IB MYP PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Honors Available)  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 9,10 

Credit per semester: 1.0 (Physical Education or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

Participation in P.E. results in the development of: 1) a 
variety of motor skills and abilities related to lifetime leisure 
skills; 2) improved understanding of the importance of 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle; 3) improved understanding 
and appreciation of movement and the human body; 4) 
improved knowledge of the rules and strategies of particular 
games and sports; and 5) improved self-confidence and self-
worth as they relate to physical education and recreation 
activities. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit per semester: 1.0 (Physical Education or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Students who participate in quality physical education 
programs receive a variety of benefits including the 
development of: 1) a variety of motor skills and abilities 
related to lifetime leisure skills, 2) improved understanding of 
the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle, 3) improved 
understanding and appreciation of movement and the human 
body, 4) improved knowledge of the rules and strategies of 
particular games and sports, and 5) improved self-confidence 
and self-worth as they relate to physical education and 
recreation activities. 
 
Examples of activities offered within PE Classes are: 
 

• Recreational Games – could include any of the following 
activities:  basketball, floor hockey, soccer, volleyball, 
team handball, flag football, softball, ultimate Frisbee, 
and other team games. 

• Fitness for Life 

• Weights 

• Swimming 

• Tennis 
 

LIFEGUARDING 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit per semester: 1.0 (Physical Education or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Must be 16 years of age and have completed a 
swimming section in a previous PE class. 
 
Lifesaving/CPR for the professional rescuer and first aid will 
be offered. At the end of the unit students will be certified to 
lifeguard. For further information see K-12 Physical 
Education Guide, pages 258 and 260. 
 
FUND HEALTH (Fundamentals of Health) 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per semester: 1.0 
Prerequisite: Student requires alternative curriculum as 
stated on current IEP 
 
These individualized courses are tailored to students needs.  
This course will influence basic attitudes towards health 
which will promote respect for the body and factors which 
promote healthful living.  Emphasis is placed on developing 
positive self-esteem and interpersonal relationships. 
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SCIENCE 
 
To fulfill the Higher Education Admissions Requirement for 3 units of 
Science, at least two of the three required units must have laboratory 
work (3 years/6 semesters). 
 
The following courses meet the laboratory 
requirement: 

• Biology 1,2   

• College-Prep Chemistry 1,2  

• Environmental Science 1,2 

• General Chemistry 1,2  

• Human Anatomy & Physiology 1,2  

• Physics 1,2 

 

Fundamentals classes are offered in each content area for 
special placements. 
 
 = DENOTES NCAA APPROVED COURSE 

 

IB MYP BIOLOGY 1,2     
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Science requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Recommended satisfactory completion of 
Physical Science/Earth and Space Science 
 
IB Biology is a course that either introduces or reinforces 
basic scientific skills. These skills include: scientific method, 
scientific lab write up form, development of concise pertinent 
hypotheses and conclusions, scientific discussion and 
analysis of laboratory results, graphing, current scientific 
literature review, and use of concept maps to conceptualize 
and organize. These basic processes can be utilized in any 
advanced scientific discipline. An inquiring approach is used 
to provide a basic science background in understanding the 
current trends in biology. Through the pursuit of engaging 
questions an inquiry learning, this MYP course encourages 
students to think creatively, critically and reflectively of 
themselves as learners in a complex world. 
 
IB MYP BIOLOGY 1,2 HONORS     
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Science requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation and recommended 
satisfactory completion of Physical Science/Earth and Space 
Science or demonstration of proficiency in course criteria. 
 
Honors Biology is a science course for high school students 
with a strong interest in science. Instruction includes 
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of information obtained 
from print and laboratory research. Students are expected to 
do independent research, plan investigations, practice self-
evaluation, and give evidence of applying knowledge outside 
the classroom. This is a comprehensive course designed to 
provide students with the key biological concepts to meet 
state and district standards.  
NOTE:  Students need to be self-motivated and possess 
a strong work ethic. Students will complete a variety of 
assignments outside of class. 
 

IB MYP EARTH, SPACE, AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE    
Course Length:  2 Semesters Grade Level:  10 
Credit per Semester:  1.0 (Science or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
This course allows students to develop their understanding of 
scientific content and processes in the Earth, Space and 
Physical Sciences.  Key units include Earth’s Place in the 
Universe; Geologic History; Newton’s Laws, Earth’s 
Changing Surface, Matter and Its Interactions, Energy Forms 
and Transformations; Uncovering Earth’s Natural Resources, 
and Earth’s Changing Climate. 
 
BIOLOGY 1,2 ADVANCED PLACEMENT   
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Science req. or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Biology and Chemistry 
  
This class includes molecular, cellular, organism, and 
population biology as taught systematically at the college 
level.  Instruction includes analysis, synthesis, and evaluation 
of information obtained from both print and laboratory 
research. The lab is used extensively, including some 
sophisticated instrumentation. Individual student study and 
extended laboratory work is encouraged. This course 
prepares students to take the National Advanced Placement 
Examination near the end of the school year. 
 
IB MYP CHEMISTRY 3,4 HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IBMYP Program, strong Algebra 1,2 skills 
 
This is a course which serves as an introduction to chemistry 
and provides students with a substantial preparation for both 
subsidiary and higher level chemistry. Upon completing this 
course students will be able to perform complex chemistry 
calculations, execute sophisticated experiments, keep a lab 
notebook, and read, effectively, a chemistry text. The 
chemistry concepts include atomic structure, chemical 
calculations, periodicity, kinetic theory, and quantum 
mechanics. 
 
GENERAL CHEMISTRY 1,2            
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of Algebra 1,2  
 
This is a qualitative, quantitative and analytical study of 
matter. Elements, compounds and their interactions are 
explored through laboratory investigations.  Possible topics 
include chemical bonds, the mole concept, energy, states of 
matter, the Periodic Law, acids, bases, electrochemistry and 
organic chemistry.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHEMISTRY 1,2 ADVANCED PLACEMENT   
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Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  College-Prep Chemistry or Chemistry 1, 2 
Honors, Algebra 3,4 completed or concurrent 
 
This is a college-level chemistry program emphasizing 
chemistry concepts in much greater depth than found in the 
College-Prep Chemistry course. College-level texts, 
laboratory situations, and laboratory instrumentation are 
used. Independent study is utilized whenever possible. 
Students are encouraged to take the National Advanced 
Placement Examination near the end of the course.  
 
FORENSIC SCIENCE 1,2      
Course Length:  2 Semesters                Grade Level:  10 – 12 
Prerequisite: IB MYP ESPS or IB MYP Biology 1,2 
recommended  
Students in this course will apply science skills and concept 
knowledge from biology, chemistry and physics to the latest 
techniques for analyzing clues and processing a crime 
scene. This includes DNA, fingerprinting, handwriting 
analysis, firearms evidence, bloodstain patterns, latent prints, 
making shoe print casts, tool mark comparisons, drug testing, 
and the properties of hair, fiber, and glass. The focus is on 
problem solving, designing experiments, testing, and making 
conclusions based on empirical evidence. Writing is an 
integral part of the course with students being expected to 
communicate laboratory reports, results, and conclusions, 
and analyze case studies. This class is intended to be 
enrichment to current biology, chemistry and physics 
courses.  
 
GEOLOGY 1,2       
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None, PES recommended 
 
This is the systematic study of the earth's history, through 
geologic time, rocks and minerals of the crust, mapping of 
the earth's surface, erosional and depositional process, and 
the earth's dynamic processes. Field studies, laboratory 
exercises, and activities provide a solid foundation for future 
studies in the natural sciences. 
 
ASTRONOMY/SPACE 1     
Course Length:  1 Semesters        Grade Level:  12 
Credit per Semester:  1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP ESPS or PESS recommended 
  
This course is a systematic study of objects in space and 
human activity to understand and make use of the 
environments beyond earth. Instruction includes making 
models, using charts and graphs, using the planetarium, and 
data collection and analysis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 1,2  
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Biology  
 
This course is a systematic study of the structure and 
functions of the human body. The curriculum covers the 
major organ systems of the human body as they relate to 
health and disease. Instruction uses laboratory activities 
including dissections to enable students to visualize basic 
anatomical structures comparable to those in humans. This 
course serves as initial preparation for study in physical 
education, health, and medical sciences. 
 
HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 1,2 HONORS  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite:   Passed Biology Honors; Passed Biology 
w/Instructor Recommendation 
 

This course is an in-depth systematic study of the structure 
and functions of the human body. The curriculum covers the 
major organ systems of the human body as they relate to 
health and disease. Instruction uses laboratory activities 
including dissections to enable students to visualize basic 
anatomical structures comparable to those in humans. This 
course serves as initial preparation for study in physical 
education, health, and medical sciences. This honors course 
deals with the content and objectives in greater depth and 
complexity. Higher reasoning skills are needed, more out-of-
class work is expected, and independent study skills are 
utilized.  An independent project is required. 
 

MEDICAL EXPLORATION 1,2 H - Pending NCAA approval 
Course Length: 2 semesters     Grade Level: 11-12  
Credit Per Semester: 1.0 (Elective or Science) Honors Credit 
Prerequisite: Anatomy and Physiology completed or 
concurrent. 
 

This class involves a partnership with a local hospital. 
Through classroom, hospital and other clinical shadowing 
experiences, students will be introduced to the terminology, 
pathology, and technology associated with body systems; 
and to skills and professional attitudes applicable to many 
different careers in health care, from entry level through 
professional level. Classroom content will emphasize the 
exploration of laboratory activities found in clinical settings. 
Hospital personnel and other speakers will present updated 
information within the classroom. Students will join the a local 
hospital’s Teen Volunteer Program. 
 

PHYSICS 1,2       
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Algebra 3,4 (or concurrently) 
 

Physics is the study of motion, forces, energy, light, sound, 
electricity, and magnetism. Students will be expected to 
demonstrate a command of science process skills. They will 
solve problems by observing demonstrations, conducting 
experiments, and applying math procedures and skills. 
Physics has applications in many fields including athletics, 
engineering and technology, liberal arts, and medicine and 
health. 
 

 
 
PHYSICS 1,2 HONORS     
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
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Prerequisite: Algebra 3, 4 (or concurrently) 
 

Honors Physics is the study of motion, forces, energy, light, 
sound, electricity, and magnetism. Students will be expected 
to demonstrate a command of science process skills. They 
will solve problems by observing demonstrations, conducting 
experiments, and applying math procedures and skills. 
Physics has applications in many fields including athletics, 
engineering and technology, liberal arts, and medicine and 
health. This honors course deals with the content and 
objectives in greater depth and complexity. Higher reasoning 
skills are needed, more out-of-class work is expected, and 
independent study skills are utilized. 
 
IB BIOLOGY 5, 6, 7, 8 HIGHER LEVEL   
Course Length: 4 Semesters  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required 
 
Biology is the study of living organisms, applying the 
techniques and approach of the experimental sciences. This 
study is undertaken at a variety of levels from the molecular 
to that of the biosphere, each with its own distinctive 
approaches and methods. The student will develop an 
appreciation of the interactions between these levels, and of 
organisms as functioning entities within the biosphere. The 
higher level biology includes compulsory core material which 
is intended to be supplemented. 
 
IB PHYSICS 5,6 STANDARD LEVEL           
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Sci. requirement or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB Prog. and Honors Physics or HL Math 
 
This course is a study of general physics. The core syllabus 
gives a non-calculus presentation of the fundamental parts of 
physics, while the optional part requires calculus in several 
parts. The optional lead to a deeper understanding of the 
fundamental parts of physics, and/or discuss some of its 
technique-oriented applications. This class places an 
emphasis on historical development and social implications. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

• The 6 credits of Social Studies required for graduation include, 
specifically, a full year of U.S. History and a semester of U.S. 

Government.  The remaining 3 credits of Social Studies may be 
fulfilled by any of the classes in the Social Studies department. 

• The required semester of Economics is a “stand alone” graduation 
requirement and is not included in the 6 required credits of Social 
Studies. 

• American West and Criminal and Constitutional Law do not satisfy 
the Higher Education Admission Requirement for 3 units of Social 
Sciences; at least one of which must be U.S. History or World 
Civilization (3 years/6 semesters). 

 
Fundamentals classes are offered in each content area for 
special placements. 
 

 = DENOTES NCAA APPROVED COURSE 

 
IB MYP GEOGRAPHY AND WORLD HISTORY 1,2  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9 
Credits per Semester:1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 
This course provides a thematic exploration of geography 
through the lens of key developments in world history. 
Standards in geography and history are emphasized as well 
as an understanding of how both geography and past events 
relate to the 21st Century. The course naturally fits into the IB 
MYP philosophy which requires students to make 
connections between the classroom learning experience and 
the modern world. Additionally, MYP Geography World 
History will focus on skill development in communication, 
intercultural understanding and global engagement. Through 
the pursuit of engaging questions and inquiry learning, this 
MYP course encourages students to think creatively, critically 
and reflectively of themselves as learners in a complex world. 
 
IB MYP US HISTORY: RECONST - PRESENT 3,4  
Fulfills American History requirement. 
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10 
Credits per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 
This course focuses upon the period in United States history 
from reconstruction to the present. The program is designed 
to prepare students for the formal IB Program and to provide 
the students with their district American History requirement.  
 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT    
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credits per Semester: 1.0 (Required) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

The opportunity for most United States citizens to acquire the 
knowledge and dispositions essential for informed effective 
citizenship is during their school years. Therefore, United 
States Government is designed to enhance responsible and 
informed participation in civic life. This course will incorporate 
the Colorado Civics content standards, and key themes will 
include the purpose of government and heritage of United 
States government, comparative governments, the 
Constitution as a living document, political parties, citizenship 
rights and responsibilities, states and local government, and 
government relations to world affairs.  
 

 
 
 
 
ECONOMICS      
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Fulfills Econ. requirement) 
Prerequisite: None 
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This course includes the basic concepts of economic 
theory and their application to national, state, and local 
issues. Topics include the basic concepts of economics, 
micro-economic issues, macro-economic issues, and 
international economic issues. Emphasis will be placed on 
economic literacy to prepare students for college studies. 
 

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 1,2    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credits per Semester:1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

Advanced Placement Human Geography is a course 
designed to address primary questions of geography, 
including the spatial analysis of the human population on the 
earth, a comprehensive view of settlement patterns and land 
use issues around the world. Themes of the course will 
include fundamental concepts of geography, population 
geography, spatial patterns of power, cultural geography, 
settlement and land use patterns, and issues of spatial 
analysis and economic change. Students will have the 
opportunity to take the National Advanced Placement  
Examination at the end of the school year. 
 

AP MICROECONOMICS     
Course Length: 2 semesters                Grade Level: 11,12 
Credits per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., Econ., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: Teacher/counselor recommendation 
 
Students will undergo a rigorous study of the principles of 
economics that apply to the functions of individual decision-
makers, both consumers and producers, within the larger 
economic system in preparation for the National Advanced 
Placement Examination in May. A successful performance on 
this examination normally leads to advanced placement in 
college courses and/or college credits. 
 
AP UNITED STATES HISTORY 1,2                                
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Fulfills American History 
requirement, Social Studies, Humanities, Elective) 
Prerequisite: Teacher/counselor recommendation 
 

Students will undergo a rigorous study of factual and 
interpretative historical material in preparation for the 
National Advanced Placement Examination given in May. A 
successful performance on this examination normally leads 
to advanced placement in college courses and/or college 
credit.  This course is offered in lieu of a 10th grade Honors 
US History class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP PSYCHOLOGY 1,2           
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

Advanced Placement Psychology includes an in-depth study 
of individual human behavior and mental processes.  
Students will study the historical development of psychology, 
the different theoretical approaches to understanding 
behavior, the effects of perception on human behavior, 
effects of biological influences on behavior and methods of 
scientific psychological inquiry. Students will have the 
opportunity to take the National Advanced Placement 
Examination at the end of the school year.   
 
AP US GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 1,2   
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics 
is designed to give students an analytical perspective on 
government and politics in the United States.  The course 
includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret 
United States politics and the analysis of specific examples.  
Topics of study include the Constitution of the United States, 
political beliefs and behaviors, political parties and interest 
groups, institutions of national government, public policy, and 
civil rights and liberties.  Students will undergo a rigorous study 
of factual and interpretative material in preparation for the 
National Advanced Placement Examination given in May. 
 
AMERICAN WEST      
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

The American West traces the history of the trans-Mississippi 
region from its exploration by the Spanish and the French 
through the 1900s. Climate, geography, natural resources, 
land use, and the contributions of various groups entering 
and living in the area will be studied. 
 
CONSTITUTIONAL AND CRIMINAL LAW   
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11-12 
Credits per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course is designed to explore the constitutional 
foundations and structure of the federal and state legal 
systems.  Key concepts include the first ten amendments and 
individual rights, law enforcement, judicial systems, civil and 
criminal law, and balancing rights with responsibilities.  
 
CURRENT EVENTS / 21st Century Issues   
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11-12 
Credits per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 

 
This course is geared to students who want to know more 
about the world in which they live. Current trouble spots are 
examined, as well as age-old problems of civilization. Current 
issues having historical roots are explored and possible 
outcome scenarios developed. Emphasis is on the 
international aspect of the issue.   

 
GEOGRAPHY: PEOPLE AND PLACES 1   
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11-12  
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 

Prerequisite: None 
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This course will help the student to understand the influences 
of geography on man. Focus is on learning the basic skills 
and concepts of geography. Content is drawn from both 
physical and human geography. 
 
PSYCHOLOGY       
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Psychology is the study of individual human behavior and 
mental processes. This introductory course focuses on the 
nature of behavioral science, methods of scientific study, 
intelligence, personality, learning, consciousness, stress, 
adjustment and abnormal behavior. 
 
A STUDY OF MULTICULTURAL AMERICA 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11,12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 Elective Credit 
Prerequisite: None 
 
From the beginning, America was both multiracial and 
multicultural. This course is designed as an opportunity for 
every student to see themselves in the historical narrative of 
America. Students will investigate, interpret, and analyze 
historical evidence to gain a better understanding of a nation 
peopled by the world.  Students will be challenged to recover 
the missing chapters of American history; the stories of 
separate and shared experiences of multiple minority groups. 
This course is an opportunity for academic growth and a 
deeper and more diverse education to equip students with 
the knowledge and skills to be productive members of a 
country where everyone will be minorities. 
 
PERSONAL FINANCE LITERACY 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit Per Semester: 1.0 Elective Credit 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course develops understanding and skills in money 
management, budgeting, financial goal attainment, use of 
credit, insurance, investments, and consumer rights and 
responsibilities. It shows students how to become financially 
responsible, conscientious members of society. This is a 
Project based learning class. 
 
LINK CREW LEADERSHIP 1,2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit Per Semester: 1.0 Elective Credit per Sem. 
Prerequisite: Applied for and selected as Link Crew Leader 
 

Link Crew is a high school orientation and transition program 
that works to increase freshman success. Members of the 
Junior and Senior class are trained to be Link Crew Leaders 
who act as positive role models, motivators, student mentors 
and teachers helping guide the freshman to discover what it 
takes to be successful during their high school transition. 
Juniors and seniors who take this course will learn about 
team building, organization, leadership and communication 
skills. 
 

 
IBMYP WORLD HISTORY HONORS   
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade Level: 9 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Recommendation 
 

A survey of major developments in the history of the world 
and the U.S. from 1450 to 1877. An appreciation of the 
national heritage of the United States and an understanding 
of how world events relate in an interdependent world will be 
stressed. 
 

IB MYP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HONORS     
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade Level: 9 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Humanities or        
Elective – fulfills U. S. Government requirement) 
Prerequisite:  Recommendation 
 

A survey of major developments in the history of the world 
and the U.S. from 1450 to 1877. An appreciation of the 
national heritage of the United States and an understanding 
of how world events relate in an interdependent world will be 
stressed. 
 

IB MYP US HISTORY 3/4 H – Reconst-Present  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Fulfills American Hist. requirement) 
Prerequisite:  Recommendation 
 

The United States and World History is a survey of major 
developments in the history of the United States and the 
world from 1877 to the present.  United States and world 
geography will be emphasized, as will civics.  The study of 
our nation’s past as part of the general study of humanity will 
reveal historical, political, economic, social and cultural 
connections and relationships among the people of the world.  
An appreciation of the national heritage of the United States 
and an understanding of how world events relate in an 
interdependent world will be stressed.  Emphasis will be 
placed on conceptual understanding and critical writing. 
 

IB 20th CENTURY WORLD HISTORY 5/6 SL H   
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required 
 

Twentieth Century World History is a study of selected World 
History topics chosen to prepare the student for the Standard 
Level Examination in history at the end of one year of study. 
Emphasis is placed on the causes, practices and effects of 
war; the rise and rule of single party states; and the 
establishment and work of international organizations. 
Additional topics include economic developments and social 
change in the twentieth century. Students are required to 
demonstrate critical writing skills, the ability to work with 
historical documents and knowledge of historiography for the 
examination. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IB 20th CENTURY WORLD HISTORY 5/6 HL     
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Human., or Elect.) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required 
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Twentieth Century World History is a study of selected World 
History topics chosen to prepare the student for the Higher 
Level Examination in history at the end of two years of study. 
Students are expected to continue the course of study with IB 
History of the Americas in the senior year. Emphasis is 
placed on the causes, practices and effects of war; the rise 
and rule of single party states; and East/West relations after 
1945. Additional topics include economic developments and 
social change in the twentieth century. Students are required 
to demonstrate critical writing skills, the ability to work with 
historical documents and knowledge of historiography. 
 

IB HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS 7/8 HL   
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Fulfills American History       
requirement or Social Studies, Humanities or Elective) 
Enrollment in full IB Diploma Program required 
 

History of the Americas is a study of selected history topics 
chosen to prepare the student for the Higher Level 
Examination in history. The course is a continuation of the 
program begun in the junior year with Twentieth Century 
World History. Students will study United States history, 
Canadian history, and Latin American history since 1865. 
Emphasis is placed on economic problems and solutions, 
political developments, social trends, and foreign relations. 
Students are required to demonstrate critical writing skills, 
the ability to work with historical documents and knowledge 
of historiography for the examination. 
 

IB PSYCHOLOGY 5/6  - HIGHER LEVEL H 
 - Pending NCAA approval 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Humanities, Elective) 

Prerequisite:  Recommendation 
 

IB Psychology 5,6 is the first of two years of study in the 
International Baccalaureate Higher Level Psychology 
program.  HL Psychology will fulfill the IB Group 3 
Humanities requirement.  This course includes an in-depth 
study of individual human behavior and mental processes.  In 
two years of study, students will examine the historical 
development of psychology, the different theoretical 
approaches to understanding behavior, the effects of 
perception of human behavior, effects of biological influences 
on behavior, and methods of scientific psychological 
inquiry.  Students will also explore one optional topic. 
 

IB PSYCHOLOGY 7/8 - HIGHER LEVEL H 
 - Pending NCAA approval 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Social Studies, Humanities, Elective) 

Prerequisite:  IB Psych. 5/6 HL 
 

IB Psychology Higher Level 7,8 is the second year of the 
Diploma level course.   Students will continue the HL study 
topics and prepare for the IB HL Psychology exam. 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
 

District Eleven vocational programs are designed to provide 
job entry-level skills in various business, marketing, 
industrial, technical, and consumer and family studies 
occupations. Students who fulfill all of the program 
requirements will be eligible for vocational certification at 
graduation. 
 

The vocational programs described in this section may not be 
available in each high school.  School district policy allows 
students to transfer to a nonresident high school for the 
purpose of enrolling in a vocational program which is 
unavailable in their resident school. Such transfer is subject 
to the following general conditions: 
 

1. Reasonable evidence must exist that the student has a 
bona fide occupational objective consistent with the 
program into which the transfer is to be made. 

2.   The transfer is requested by the parent or guardian and 
is approved by principal-resident school, Vocational 
instructor-nonresident school, principal-nonresident 
school, and supervisor of vocational technology. 

3.   The student is able to provide own transportation to and 
from the nonresident school. 

 

The transfer may be full-time or part-time. Under part-time 
transfer, the student attends the nonresident school only for 
the vocational program while the resident high school 
remains the "home" school for other course work, records, 
activities, etc. Part-time transfer will be permitted only when 
schedule conflicts can be avoided. 
 

Transfer request forms are available in the district Vocational 
Technology office. 
 
The ACE program is for 11th and 12th graders only. 
 
Voc ACE 1 
This course is taken concurrently with the Voc ACE Work 1. 
The Alternative Cooperative Education (ACE) Program is a 1 
semester class designed to enhance employment related 
skills for secondary students. This course explores student 
vocational interests and education goals. It also teaches the 
necessary job skills to get a job such as phone skills, 
applications, resumes, cover letters, interviewing and various 
other units. Students are required to have a job and provide 
their own transportation to and from their job. 
 
 
Voc ACE Work 1 
This course is taken concurrently with Voc ACE 1,2. Students 
can earn a maximum of 2 elective credits for 270 
documented hours of work, or 1 elective credit for 135 hours 
of documented work. Job Evaluations are done on a 
quarterly basis regarding the student's progress with their 
employer. Documented volunteer and or internship hours can 
be counted toward work credit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Voc ACE 2  
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This course is taken concurrently with Voc ACE Work 2. The 
Alternative Cooperative Education (ACE) 2 Program is a 1 
semester class designed to enhance employment related 
skills for secondary students. This course covers paychecks, 
taxes, social security, employment goals, and various other 
nits. It also teaches the necessary job skills to keep a job. 
Students are required to have a job and provide their own 
transportation. 
 
Voc ACE Work 2 
 This course is taken concurrently with Voc ACE 2  Students 
can earn a maximum of 2 elective credits for 270 
documented hours of work, or 1 elective credit for 135 hours 
of documented work. Job Evaluations are done on a 
quarterly basis regarding the student's progress with their 
employer. Documented volunteer and or internship hours can 
be counted toward work credit. 
 
Voc ACE 3 
This course is taken concurrently with Voc ACE Work 3. The 
Alternative Cooperative Education (ACE) 3 Programs is a 1 
semester class designed to enhance consumer related skills 
for the job and for living on your own. This course covers 
budgeting, credit, insurance, investments, buying a car, 
renting an apartment and various other units.  Students are 
required to have a job and provide their own transportation to 
and from their job. 
 
Voc ACE Work 3 
This course is taken concurrently with Voc ACE 3  Students 
can earn a maximum of 2 elective credits for 270 
documented hours of work, or 1 elective credit for 135 hours 
of documented work. Job Evaluations are done on a 
quarterly basis regarding the student's progress with their 
employer. Documented volunteer and or internship hours can 
be counted toward work credit. 
 
Voc ACE 4 
This course is taken concurrently with Voc ACE Work 4. The 
Alternative Cooperative Education (ACE) 4 Program is a 1 
semester class designed to enhance employment related 
skills for secondary students. This course covers 
entrepreneurship, time management, ethics, teamwork, 
relationships at work and various other units. Students are 
required to have a job and provide their own transportation to 
and from their job. 
 
Voc ACE Work 4 
This course is taken concurrently with Voc ACE 4  Students 
can earn a maximum of 2 elective credits for 270 
documented hours of work, or 1 elective credit for 135 hours 
of documented work. Job Evaluations are done on a 
quarterly basis regarding the student's progress with their 
employer. Documented volunteer and or internship hours can 
be counted toward work credit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WORLD LANGUAGES 

It is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that students earn a grade of 
“C” or better in a class before proceeding to the next level of 
any foreign language. 
 
 = DENOTES NCAA APPROVED COURSE 

 
IB MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION FRENCH 1,2  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
  
This course develops the language skills of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. Through a variety of 
enrichment activities and basic texts, the student learns to 
communicate in the language and appreciate the culture of 
the francophone world. In keeping with the requirements of 
the IB Middle Years Program framework of curriculum 
planning, instruction and assessment, this course requires 
students to make connections between classroom learning 
and experiences in the real world of the 21st century. In 
addition to the skill development of the subject matter itself, 
this course focuses on the development of skills in 
communication, intercultural understanding and global 
engagement. Through the pursuit of engaging questions and 
inquiry learning, this MYP course encourages students to 
think creatively, critically, and reflectively of themselves as 
learners in a complex world. 
 
IB MYP FRENCH 1,2 HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level:  9 
Credit per Semester:  1.0   (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Meet established IB criteria 
 

This course is designed for highly-motivated students. 
Through comprehension-based instruction students are 
required to develop the skills of reading, writing, listening and 
speaking in the chosen World Language. Appropriate cultural 
and literary materials also are studied. 
 
IB MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION FRENCH 3,4  
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Language Acquisition French 1,2 or IB 
MYP French 1,2 Honors 
 
This course broadens the knowledge and reinforces the 
language skills introduced in French phases 1 and 2. The 
student takes part in lessons designed to make the study of 
French interesting and practical and develops a deeper 
appreciation of the francophone world through a year-long 
series of cultural experiences. In keeping with the 
requirements of the IB Middle Years Program framework of 
curriculum planning, instruction and assessment, this course 
requires students to make connections between classroom 
learning and experiences in the real world of the 21st 
century. In addition to the skill development of the subject 
matter itself, this course focuses on the development of skills 
in communication, intercultural understanding and global 
engagement. Through the pursuit of engaging questions and 
inquiry learning, this MYP course encourages students to 
think creatively, critically and reflectively of themselves as 

learners in a complex world. 
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IB MYP FRENCH 3,4 HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9, 10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Language Acquisition French 1,2 or IB 
MYP French 1,2 Honors or Teacher Rec.; IB Program 
 
This course is designed for highly-motivated students. It 
broadens and reinforces the language skills from the IB MYP 
Honors 1-2 course. Appropriate cultural and literary materials 
also are studied. Freshmen interested in this advanced 
class must demonstrate successful completion of the 
equivalent of the 1-2 Honors course above. 
 
FRENCH 5,6             
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Language Acquisition French 3,4 or IB 
MYP French 3,4 Honors 
  
In this course the student applies the skills and expands 
upon the knowledge acquired in the first two years of French 
and becomes more versatile in the language by conversing, 
reading, and writing. Various literary selections enrich the 
student's cultural understanding. 
 
IB FRENCH 5, 6 SL HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP French 1 – 4 Honors IB Program 
  
The IB programme is designed to satisfy regulations of 
colleges and universities demanding the study of one or 
more foreign languages from all students, whatever their 
area of study as a prerequisite for matriculation. A good 
knowledge of basic structures, sound systems and 
vocabulary of the French language is expected. Reading 
comprehension should be emphasized, as should oral 
proficiency. 
 
IB FRENCH 7,8 SL HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP French 1 -4 & IB French 5,6 SL IB 
Program 
 
This course is intended for academically oriented students 
who have completed three years of IB French and are 
motivated to further develop their new skills. Grammar will be 
reviewed as needed to aid proficiency in the Language. 
Emphasis is placed on listening, speaking, reading, 
translating, writing and discussing examples of poetry, 
drama, and narrative prose.  A project on the novel is 
required. 
 

IB FRENCH 9,10 HONORS     
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP French 1 – 4, IB French 5,6,7,8 SL 
Program 
 
This course will provide an experience comparable to that of 
a college level French language course. It is intended for 
highly motivated students who have mastered the basic 
language skills, and have a teacher recommendation.  
Emphasis is placed on oral and written communication as a 
variety of authentic texts, including but not limited to literary 
texts, are studied. Students may elect to take the High Level 
or the Standard Level IB French exam and may receive 
college credit/placement. This class is conducted entirely in 
French. 
 
FRENCH 9,10: LANGUAGE ADVANCED PLACEMENT    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: French 7,8 Honors; Dept. Recommendation 
  
This course will provide an experience comparable to that of 
a college level French language course. It is intended for 
highly motivated students who have mastered the basic 
language skills, and have a teacher recommendation.  
Emphasis is placed on oral and written communication as a 
variety of authentic texts, including but not limited to literary 
texts, are studied. Students may elect to take the National 
Advanced Placement Examination and will receive college 
credit or placement based on exam results. This class is 
conducted almost entirely in French. 
 
IB MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION GERMAN 1,2  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course develops the language skills of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. The student takes part in 
lessons designed to make the study of German interesting 
and practical and develops a deeper appreciation of the 
German language through a year-long series of cultural 
experiences. In keeping with the requirements of the IB 
Middle Years Program framework of curriculum planning, 
instruction and assessment, this course requires students to 
make connections between classroom learning and 
experiences in the real world of the 21st century. In addition 
to the skill development of the subject matter itself, this 
course focuses on the development of skills in 
communication, intercultural understanding and global 
engagement. Through the pursuit of engaging questions and 
inquiry learning, this MYP course encourages students to 
think creatively, critically, and reflectively of themselves as 
learners in a complex world. 
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IB MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION GERMAN 3,4 
(Honors available at this level as well)  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Language Acquisition German 1,2 
 

This course broadens the knowledge and reinforces the 
language skills introduced in German 1, 2. The student takes 
part in lessons designed to make the study of German 
interesting and practical and develops a deeper appreciation 
of the German language through a year-long series of 
cultural experiences. In keeping with the requirements of the 
IB Middle Years Program framework of curriculum planning, 
instruction and assessment, this course requires students to 
make connections between classroom learning and 
experiences in the real world of the 21st century. In addition 
to the skill development of the subject matter itself, this 
course focuses on the development of skills in 
communication, intercultural understanding and global 
engagement. Through the pursuit of engaging questions and 
inquiry learning, this MYP course encourages students to 
think creatively, critically and reflectively of themselves as 
learners in a complex world. 
 
GERMAN 5,6               
(Honors is available at this level as well) 
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Language Acquisition German 3,4 
  
In this course the student applies the skills and expands 
upon the knowledge acquired in the first two years of 
German and becomes more versatile in the language by 
conversing, reading, and writing. Various literary selections 
enrich the student's cultural understanding. 
 
GERMAN 7,8 HONORS      
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: German 5 6; Department Recommendation 
 

This course is intended for academically oriented students 
who have completed three years of high school German and 
are motivated to further develop their skills. Grammar will be 
reviewed as needed to aid proficiency in the language.  
Emphasis is placed on speaking, reading, writing, and 
comprehension through reading short stories, poetry, and a 
play.  One enrichment project will be required each semester. 
 
GERMAN 9,10 ADVANCED PLACEMENT    
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: German 7,8 Honors; Dept. Rec. 
  
This course will provide an experience comparable to that of 
a college-level literature or composition German course. It is 
intended for highly motivated students who have mastered 
basic language skills and have a teacher recommendation. 
Emphasis is placed on grammar, reading, and vocabulary 
expansion. Students may elect to take the National 
Advanced Placement Examination and will receive college 
credit or placement based on exam results. The class is 
conducted almost entirely in German. 
 

IB MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION SPANISH 1,2  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course develops the language skills of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. Through a variety of 
enrichment activities and basic texts, the student learns to 
communicate in the language and appreciate the culture of 
the Spanish-speaking world. In keeping with the 
requirements of the IB Middle Years Program framework of 
curriculum planning, instruction and assessment, this course 
requires students to make connections between classroom 
learning and experiences in the real world of the 21st 
century. In addition to the skill development of the subject 
matter itself, this course focuses on the development of skills 
in communication, intercultural understanding and global 
engagement. Through the pursuit of engaging questions and 
inquiry learning, this MYP course encourages students to 
think creatively, critically, and reflectively of themselves as 
learners in a complex world. 
 

IB MYP SPANISH 1,2 HONORS    
Course Level: 2 Semesters Grade Level:  9 
Credit per Semester:  1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  Meet established IB criteria 
 
This course is designed for highly-motivated students. 
Through comprehension-based instruction students are 
required to develop the skills of reading, writing, listening and 
speaking in the chosen World Language. Appropriate cultural 
and literary materials also are studied. 
 
IB MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION SPANISH 3,4  
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Language Acquisition Spanish 1,2 or IB 
MYP Spanish 1,2 Honors 
 

This course broadens the knowledge and reinforces the 
language skills introduced in Spanish 1, 2. The student takes 
part in lessons designed to make the study of Spanish 
interesting and practical and develops a deeper appreciation 
of the Spanish language through a year-long series of 
cultural experiences. In keeping with the requirements of the 
IB Middle Years Program framework of curriculum planning, 
instruction and assessment, this course requires students to 
make connections between classroom learning and 
experiences in the real world of the 21st century. In addition 
to the skill development of the subject matter itself, this 
course focuses on the development of skills in 
communication, intercultural understanding and global 
engagement. Through the pursuit of engaging questions and 
inquiry learning, this MYP course engages students to think 
creatively, critically and reflectively of themselves as learners 
in a complex world. 
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IB MYP SPANISH 3,4 HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 9,10 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Language Acquisition Spanish 1,2 or IB 
MYP Spanish 1,2 Honors or Teacher Recommendation; IB 
Program 
  
This course is designed for highly-motivated students. It 
broadens and reinforces the language skills from the IB MYP 
Honors 1-2 course. Appropriate cultural and literary materials 
also are studied. Freshmen interested in this advanced 
class must demonstrate successful completion of the 
equivalent of the 1-2 Honors course above. 
 
SPANISH 5,6                 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Language Acquisition Spanish 3,4 or IB 
MYP Spanish 3,4 Honors 
 

In this course the student applies the skills and expands 
upon the knowledge acquired in the first two years of 
Spanish and becomes more versatile in the language by 
conversing, reading, and writing. Various literary selections 
enrich the student's cultural understanding. 
 
IB SPANISH 5, 6 SL HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Spanish 1 – 4 Honors or Teacher 
Recommendation; IB Program 
 
The Standard programme is designed to satisfy regulations 
of colleges and universities demanding the study of one or 
more foreign languages from all students, whatever their 
area of study as a prerequisite for matriculation. A good 
knowledge of basic structures, sound systems and 
vocabulary of the Spanish language is expected. Reading 
comprehension should be emphasized, as should oral 
proficiency. 
 
IB SPANISH 7,8 SL HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-11 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Spanish 1 – 4 Honors & IB Spanish 5,6 
SL or Teacher Recommendation; IB Program 
 
This course is intended for academically oriented students 
who have completed three years of IB Spanish and are 
motivated to further develop their new skills. Grammar will be 
reviewed as needed to aid proficiency in the Language. 
Emphasis is placed on listening, speaking, reading, 
translating, writing and discussing examples of poetry, 
drama, and narrative prose.  A project on the novel is 
required. 
 

IB SPANISH 9,10 SL HONORS    
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB MYP Spanish 1 -4 Honors, IB Spanish 
5,6,7,8 SL or Teacher Recommendation; IB Program 
 
This course will provide an experience comparable to that of 
a college-level Spanish language course. It is intended for 
highly motivated students who have mastered basic 
language skills, and have a teacher recommendation.   
Emphasis is placed on oral and written communication as a 
variety of authentic texts, including but not limited to literary 
texts, are studied. Students may elect to take the Standard 
level or the High Level IB exam and will receive college credit 
or placement based on exam results. The class is conducted 
entirely in Spanish. 
 

SPANISH 9,10: LANGUAGE ADV. PLACEMENT   
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Spanish 7,8 Honors; Dept. Rec. 
  
This course will provide an experience comparable to that of 
a college-level Spanish language course. It is intended for 
highly motivated students who have mastered basic 
language skills, and have a teacher recommendation.  
Emphasis is placed on oral and written communication as a 
variety of authentic texts, including but not limited to literary 
texts, are studied. Students may elect to take the National 
Advanced Placement Examination and will receive college 
credit or placement based on exam results. The class is 
conducted almost entirely in Spanish. 
 
SPANISH FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS 1,2   
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval 
 
This course is intended for the native or fluent Spanish 
speaker who would like to maintain or strengthen her/her 
reading, writing and oral communication skills. Through 
reading a variety of texts, students will gain an appreciation 
for Hispanic literature, while celebrating the Spanish heritage. 
Lastly, this course will prepare students to participate in a 
global economy that requires fluency in more than one 
language. 
 
SPANISH FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS 3,4   
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 11-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval 
 
This course is intended for native Spanish speakers. It will 
maintain and build upon language skills emphasizing 
complex grammar structures, as well as phonemic and 
cultural awareness. This course is also intended for those 
Spanish-speaking students who desire to take the AP 
Spanish examination. The course will prepare them to take 
the AP Spanish course and AP Spanish exam. 
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 1,2 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Students will learn to express and comprehend basic sign 
language and finger spelling.  This course will help open the 
doors of communications with deaf students. 
 
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 3,4 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Elective) 
Prerequisite: ASL 1,2 
 
This second year course is a continuation of the study of 
American Sign Language (ASL). Students will expand their 
learning in basic grammar, vocabulary, fingerspelling, 
numbers, and cultural information related to the Deaf 
Community.  
 
 
IB (MANDARIN) CHINESE 1, 2 HONORS  
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Meet established IB criteria 
 
This course is designed for highly-motivated students. 
Through comprehension-based instruction students are 
required to develop the skills of reading, writing, listening and 
speaking in the chosen World Language. Appropriate cultural 
and literary materials also are studied. 
 
IB (MANDARIN) CHINESE 3, 4 SL HONORS  
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB Chinese 1, 2 SL or Teacher 
Recommendation; IB Program 
 
This course is designed for highly-motivated students. It 
broadens and reinforces the language skills from the IB MYP 
Honors 1-2 course. Appropriate cultural and literary materials 
also are studied. Freshmen interested in this advanced 
class must demonstrate successful completion of the 
equivalent of the 1-2 Honors course above. 
 
IB (MANDARIN) CHINESE 5, 6 SL HONORS   
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 10-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB Chinese 3,4 SL; IB Program 
 
This course is designed to prepare students for the IB 
Chinese diploma exam and satisfy regulations of colleges 
and universities demanding the study of one or more world 
languages from all students, whatever their area of study as 
a prerequisite for matriculation. A good knowledge of basic 
structures, sound systems and vocabulary of the Chinese 
language is expected. Oral proficiency, reading 
comprehension and writing skills in Chinese will also be 
emphasized. 
 

IB (MANDARIN) CHINESE 7, 8 SL HONORS            
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 11/12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IB Chinese 5,6 SL; IB Program 
 
This course is designed to continuously prepare students for 
the IB Chinese diploma exam and satisfy regulations of 
colleges and universities demanding the study of one or 
more world languages from all students, whatever their area 
of study as a prerequisite for matriculation. A good 
knowledge of basic structures, sound systems and 
vocabulary of the Chinese language is expected. Oral 
proficiency, reading comprehension and writing skills in 
Chinese will also be emphasized. 
 
IB (MANDARIN) CHINESE 9,10 SL HONORS  
Course Length:  2 Semesters          Grade Level:  12 
Credit per Semester:  1.0 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite:  IB Chinese 7,8 SL;  IB Program 
 
IB Chinese 9 class is designed for highly motivated, teacher-
recommended students who have mastered the basic 
Mandarin Chinese Language skills covered in Chinese 1-8. 
This course provides an experience comparable to that of a 
college level Chinese language course in order to meet IB 
Diploma Program standards. Emphasis is placed on oral and 
written communication as a variety of authentic texts and, 
including but not limited on literary texts, are studied. At the 
conclusion of this course, students are prepared to take the 
IB Language B standard level or high level exam and may 
receive college credit or placement based on exam results. 

This class is conducted almost entirely in Mandarin Chinese. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 

CABINET 1, 2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade Level: 12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Elective credit) 
Prerequisite: Student election 
 
Cabinet provides the students with an opportunity to serve 
the student body, accept responsibility, and to participate in 
the management of various student activities. Members of 
cabinet must be juniors when they are elected so that they 
will be in office their senior year. 
 
COUNCIL 1, 2 
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grade Level: 9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (Elective credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

All legislative powers exercised by the Student Organization 
are vested in the student council, which consists of 
representatives elected from each class. 
 
STUDENT TUTOR 
Course Length: 1 or 2 Semesters Grade Level:  9-12 
Credit per Semester: 1.0 (2.0 Maximum) (Elective credit) 
Prerequisite: Department chairman/teacher recommendation 
 
The student must have a willingness for tutoring just as 
he/she would for any other class and have a teacher or 
department recommendation. This course is designed for the 
student who wishes responsibility, a chance to build self-
confidence, contact with other people and reinforcement of 
past learning experiences. The student-tutor will work with 
one student or a small group of students in a specific course. 
One elective credit per semester will be given. The tutor will 
work five days a week for 50 to 60 minutes each day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CAREER PATHWAYS 

 
BUSINESS 

 
PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT                      
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
               
Principles of Management furthers student understanding of 
management that was introduced in an earlier High School of 
Business™ course, Principles of Business. Through 
individual and team activities and a semester-long project, 
students make connections between management and 
business success. Students acquire an understanding of 
legal and ethical issues associated with management; 
initiate, plan, implement and control, and close a project; 
motivate team members; delegate work; develop a chain of 
command; coordinate work efforts; and interpret statistical 
findings. 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
BUSINESS ECONOMICS                      
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Economics, Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
               
In Business Economics, a project-based business course, 
students expand their understanding that businesses are 
influenced by external factors that are often beyond their 
control. Consumer spending, government policies, economic 
conditions, legal issues, and global competition are 
addressed through practical, current applications to everyday 
societal and business life. Decision matrices are introduced, 
and the importance and costs of quality are stressed. 
Students develop their knowledge and skills in such areas as 
economics, entrepreneurship, operations, and professional 
development. Throughout the course, students will be 
presented with current economic problems for which they are 
asked to determine solutions, often through the application of 
decision matrices. 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF BUSINESS                      
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
               
Principles of Business, a project-based business course, 
develops student understanding and skills in such areas as 
business law, economics, financial analysis, human 
resources management, information management, 
marketing, operations, and strategic management. Through 
the use of three projects, students acquire an understanding 
and appreciation of the business world. They develop a 
business analysis report, conduct an environmental scan of 
the local business community, and investigate business 
activities. Current technology will be used to acquire 
information and to complete the projects. Throughout the 
course, students are presented problem-solving situations for 
which they must apply academic and critical-thinking skills. 
Formal reflection is an on-going component of the course. 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
 
 
PRINCIPLES OF FINANCE                      
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11, 12 
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Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
               
Principles of Finance furthers student understanding of two 
specific business activities—accounting and finance—that 
were introduced in an earlier High School of Business™ 
course, Principles of Business. Through team activities and a 
semester long corporate investment project, students make 
connections between accounting and finance. Students 
acquire an understanding of financial statements, calculate 
financial ratios, and make corporate financial management 
decisions based on their analysis of that financial data. In 
addition, students apply the concepts of operating and 
overhead costs, internal accounting controls, and budgets to 
their class business. Lastly, cost/benefit analysis is 
introduced as an element of financial planning and decision-
making. 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF MARKETING                      
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade Level: 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective)  
Prerequisite: None 
               
Principles of Marketing is a project-based business course 
that develops student understanding and skills in the 
functional areas of marketing: channel management, 
marketing-information management, market planning, 
pricing, product/service management, promotion, and selling. 
Students acquire an understanding and appreciation of each 
of the marketing functions and their ethical and legal issues. 
Decision matrices are employed to aid in market planning. 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 

 
EDUCATION 

 
PARAPROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR 1 / 2                         
Course Length: 1 Semester Grade: 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
                
Students that complete this course are eligible for a 
Paraprofessional Certificate and college credit. Upon 
completion of this training, students will be prepared to enter 
the workforce as an educational assistant. This also provides 
the foundation necessary for students interested in becoming 
a teacher. The course provides training in instructional 
methods, use of technology, behavior management 
techniques and includes training for a CPR and First Aid 
Certificate. 
*Industry Certifications Earned: Para Professional Certificate 
of Completion; ACT Work Keys Certificate; First Aid / CPR / 
AED Certification 
*PPCC and UCD College Credits Available with 80% or 
better. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 101/102 HONORS                     
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grade 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 

Prerequisite: Accuplacer score between or better than 80-
120 in Reading and 95-120 in Sentence Skills 
 
This year-long program offers an intro to the early childhood 
education profession. Includes: history of early education, 
theoretical program models, different types of early childhood 
programs, community resources, professional organizations, 
and contemporary trends and issues in programs for children 
ages birth to eight, off-campus field trips to local childcare 
centers and a First Aid/CPR/AED certification. Sem. 2 offers 
a classroom seminar and an internship in a childcare setting. 
The supervised placement provides the student with the 
opportunity to observe, to practice appropriate interactions, 
and to develop effective guidance and management 
techniques. Ages addressed: 3-8 years. Students are 
required to complete 15 observation hours and 75 internship 
hours in a childcare center.  
*Industry Certification Earned: First Aid / CPR / AED 
Certification 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
INTRO TEACH THRU TEACH CADET P1H/P2H                   
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade: 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Computer, Humanities, or Elective) 
Prerequisite: 3.0 GPA, application or Instructor approval 
 
Students will be involved in a fast paced, innovative, hands-
on curriculum where they gain knowledge about teaching and 
learning. The teacher cadet will develop and master effective 
skills that will be helpful in college and beyond, such as 
presentation, public speaking, writing, communication and 
reasoning skills. This is a yearlong honor's elective where 
each student will make a difference with children as they "try 
out" teaching in a "mini-student teaching" experience.  
*Industry Certification Earned: First Aid / CPR / AED 
Certification 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
TEACHER CADET INTERNSHIP 1  
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade: 11, 12 
Credit Per Semester: 1 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion (70% or better) of Intro 
Teach Thru Teach Cadet P1H/P2H and Instructor 
Approval 
 
 The Teacher Cadet Internship course is designed to provide 
additional field experience for those students who have 
completed Honors Intro to Teaching thru Teacher Cadet 
Program. This field experience will enhance the experience 
and understanding of classroom instruction and the 
challenges facing education today for students who know 
that they want to enter the education profession. This course 
will include a minimum of 135 hours (each semester) of 
seminar and classroom time working with a mentor teacher. 
Field experience placement will consist of two sites (one per 
quarter) to provide a variety of experiences. Students will 
document their experiences in a culminating portfolio.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILD & ADOLESCENT DEVELOP./RELATIONSHIPS 
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grade: 9-12 
Credit Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
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Child & Adolescent Development is designed to help 
students acquire academic knowledge and understanding 
about child development. Students will understand the 
responsibilities and practice techniques for nurturing 
productive, caring children. Through a variety of classroom 
activities including discussions, individual and group 
interaction projects, guest speakers, and visual aids, 
students will learn skills for caring for children as well as the 
importance of self-care and caring for the community.  
Students will experience the Empathy Belly and the 
RealCare Infant simulator.  
The purpose of the Relationships course is to acquire 
academic knowledge and understanding necessary for 
healthy, respectful and caring relationships across the life 
span. Students integrate knowledge, skills and practices 
required by individuals and families to develop, manage, and 
strengthen: intrapersonal relationships; interpersonal 
relationships; adult relationships; and family relationships.  
  

HORTICULTURE & LANDSCAPING 
 

INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURE          
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grades: 9-12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None       
 

This course is an introductory high school course designed to 
expose students to different facets of FFA and the agriculture 
industry. Students will gain knowledge in scientific principles 
of Agriculture and Natural resources including plant science, 
leadership skills, public speaking, FFA opportunities, 
agricultural mechanics and animal science.   
 

INTRODUCTION TO HORTICULTURE  
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grades: 9-12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Science, Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None       
 

This course is an introductory course designed to expose 
students to the biology of horticultural plants, and basic 
horticultural practices.  
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
IRRIGATION I  
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Horticulture or Instructor 
Approval     
 
In this course students will be introduced to relevant irrigation 
components, in addition to the use, installation and 
maintenance of those components. 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IRRIGATION II        
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion (70% or above) of 
Irrigation I       

 
In this course students will be introduced to irrigation system 
best management practices. Topics include electric and 
hydraulic troubleshooting, repair, efficiency and water 
conservation practices.  
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 
SOIL SCIENCE        
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None       
 
This course focuses on the formation, physical properties, 
chemical properties, and management of soils emphasizing 
conditions that affect plant growth.  
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM 
 

PROSTART 1-4                                                    
Course Length: 2 Semesters Grades: 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective)  
Prerequisite: None      
 
ProStart 1, 2 is offered in combination with Pro Start 3, 4 and 
provides the foundation skills required for students to 
proceed through the Pro Start one year food 
service/hospitality management curriculum offered to high 
school junior and senior students. It is a nationally certified 
program that is based on the study of food preparation, 
lodging, customer service, and business management 
coupled with potential mentored industry internship 
opportunities in a broad spectrum of operations.  
 
ProStart 3, 4 is offered in combination with Pro Start 1, 2 and 
provides the foundation skills required for students to proceed 
through the Pro Start one year food service/hospitality 
management curriculum offered to high school junior and senior 
students. It is a nationally certified program that is based on the 
study of food preparation, lodging, customer service, and 
business management coupled with potential mentored industry 
internship opportunities in a broad spectrum of operations.  
*Industry Certification Earned: Certificate of Achievement from 
the National Restaurant Association 
*PPCC and MSD College Credits Available with 80% or better. 

 
HOSPITALITY & TOURISM MANAGEMENT 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective)  
Prerequisite: None       
 
This course provides students with broad-based learning on 
the tasks, knowledge, and skills required to build a career 
within the hospitality and tourism industry. The content 
focuses on the leadership and operational responsibilities, 
knowledge, and skills required by an entry-level leader in the 
hospitality and tourism industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
PROSTART BUSINESS & ECONOMICS 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Economics, Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None       
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This is a project based course that develops creative, critical 
thinking, and transferable workplace skills by involving 
students in the real-life experience of starting, running and 
growing a business for any industry. Using a restaurant or 
hospitality related business as their model, students will be 
involved in all phases of the start-up and operations of their 
business, beginning with the creative side of entrepreneur 
thinking, organizing, promoting, through costs and financing, 
purchasing inventory and equipment, managing employees 
and earning profits.  Students will develop a business 
proposal for their new restaurant or hospitality related 
business concept.  Students will prepare a written proposal, a 
visual display and present a verbal presentation at the 
completion of the course.   
  

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

CYBER SECURITY 1-4                                                     
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grades: 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Computer, Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Cyber Security courses must be completed in 
sequence with a 70% or better       
 

Cyber Security Fundamentals is a one-year course that 
introduces the basic concepts and terminology of cyber 
security and information assurance. The course examines 
how the concept of security integrates into the importance of 
user involvement, security training, ethics, trust, and best 
practices management. The fundamental skills cover internal 
and external threats to network security and design, how to 
enforce network level security policies, how to protect an 
organization’s information, and a broad range of other topics. 
*Industry Certification Earned: Cyber Security + Certification 
through CompTIA 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ESSENTIALS 1 & 2                                                   
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Computer, Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion (70% or better) of 
Information Technology Essentials 1       
 

IT Essentials 1 covers the fundamentals of computer 
hardware and software and advanced concepts such as 
security, and the responsibilities of an IT professional. 
Students who complete this course will be able to describe 
the internal components of a computer, assemble a computer 
system, install an operating system, and troubleshoot using 
system tools and diagnostic software. The Microsoft 
Windows operating system and hands-on lab activities are 
essential elements of the course.   
In IT Essentials 2 students will be able to connect to the 
Internet and share resources in a small networked 
environment. Topics include mobile devices such as tablets 
and smartphones, client side virtualization, the IOS and 
Android operating systems. Students will learn the 
fundamentals of fixed and wireless networking, network 
security and troubleshooting networks using network analysis 
tools. Students will develop the communications skills 
required of an IT Professional. Hands-on lab activities are an 
essential element of the course.  
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 

LINUX ESSENTIALS/NETWORKING ESSENTIALS 
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: IT Essentials 1 & 2 
 

This course introduces a variety of topics to build students’ 
skills and understanding of networking. The course also 
introduces networking devices and the Cisco IOS® software. 
Students will learn how networks are set up, how devices are 
configured, how communication takes place on a network 
and the basics of implementing network security best 
practices which will enhance the students’ confidence in 
communicating their knowledge and work in networking-
related professions. This course is intended to build on basic 
networking skills and knowledge covered in IT Essentials 1 & 
2 and to further prepare students for the Cybersecurity 
sequence of courses.  
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

AUTOMOTIVE TECH                                                      
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

This course includes introductory level technical instruction 
pertaining to the modern automobile.  It is primarily designed 
to provide basic skills and knowledge to the potential vehicle 
operator.  Preventive maintenance and consumer information 
are instructional areas of emphasis.  Theory and operation of 
the four stroke internal combustion engine will be introduced.  
This course is highly recommended for all students intending 
to drive and is a prerequisite for the Vocational Tech Auto 
Tech program.  
 

VOCATIONAL TECH AUTO TECH                                                           
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Humanities or Elective) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion (70% and above) of Auto 
Tech, Candidate Application, and Instructor Approval 
 

These courses are designed for those students who have 
demonstrated an interest in the automotive industry and 
related occupations. The entire program is two years in 
length (5 semesters) and utilizes competency-based 
instruction in twelve areas. Students will receive training at 
the pre-apprentice level and will have the foundation for 
entry-level employment or further schooling/training. Hands-
on training will be emphasized through mock-ups, training 
simulators, and actual vehicles to enhance skills and 
aptitudes.  
*Industry Certifications Earned: Automotive Service 
Excellence Student Certification (ASE), Maintenance and 
Light Repair (MLR) 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VISUAL & DESIGN ARTS 
 

ADOBE PHOTOSHOP I           
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Art, Computer, Humanities or 
Elective) 
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Prerequisite: Design & Color or Instructor Approval 
 

This course concentrates on the high-end capabilities of Adobe 
Photoshop as an illustration, design and photo retouching tool. 
Students explore a wide range of selection and manipulation 
techniques that can be applied to photos, graphics and videos. 
Course competencies and outline follow those set out by the 
Adobe Certified Associate exam in Visual Communication Using 
Adobe Photoshop. 
*Industry Certification Earned: Adobe Photoshop CS6 
Certification 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 

ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR I             
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grades: 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Art, Computer, Humanities or 
Elective)  
Prerequisite: Design & Color or Instructor Approval 
 

This course concentrates on the high-end capabilities of Adobe 
Illustrator as an illustration, design and vector drawing tool. 
Students learn how to use the tools to create digital artwork that 
can be used in web design, print media, and digital screen 
design. Course competencies and outline follow those set by the 
Adobe certified Associate exam in Visual Communication using 
Adobe Illustrator. 
*Industry Certification Earned: Adobe Illustrator CS6 Certification 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ADOBE INDESIGN           
Course Length: 1 Semester Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Art, Computer, Humanities or 
Elective) 

Prerequisite: Design & Color or Instructor Approval 
 
This course introduces students to InDesign, a page layout 
program which integrates seamlessly with other Adobe design 
programs. InDesign delivers creative freedom and productivity to 
DTP. Class discussions and independent projects supplement 
hands-on classroom work. 
*Industry Certification Earned: Print & Digital Media Publication 
Using Adobe InDesign Certification 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 
 

DESIGN & COLOR 1 & 2           
Course Length: 2 Semesters  Grades: 9-12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Art, Computer, Humanities or 
Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 

This course covers the fundamental skills and theories of 
drawing and rendering line structure, form, value, texture, and 
composition. Application of drawing skills with various media for 
line quality as well as value and texture interpretations are also 
covered. 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 

 
DRAWING FOR ILLUSTRATORS           
Course Length: 1 Semester  Grades: 9-12 
Credits Per Semester: 2 (Art, Computer, Humanities or 
Elective) 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course covers the fundamental skills and theories of 
drawing and rendering line structure, form, value, texture, and 
composition. Application of drawing skills with various media for 
line quality as well as value and texture interpretations are also 
covered. 
*PPCC College Credits Available with 80% or better. 

  



 
 

Notes/Questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
District 11 Website:  www.d11.org 
Palmer High School Website:     palmer.d11.org 
Palmer Counseling Website:      www.d11.org/domain/1039 


